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EC Foreign Ministers Meet, Discuss Gulf 


AU1902200191 Paris AFP in English 1853 GMT 
19 Feb 91 


[Text] Luxembourg, Feb 19 (AFP) — With the Gulf on 


the brink of the “mother of battles”, Commu- 
nity (EC) foreign ministers on Tuesday [19 Feb] dis- 
cussed ways to repair its damage afterwards. 


Diplomats said that the ministers paid only passing 
attention to the Soviet peace initiative and its rejection 
by Washington and London. 


The Italian and British foreign ministers denied sugges- 
tions that failure to comment jointly on the latest devel- 
opments pointed to EC dissension. British Foreign Sec- 
retary Douglas Hurd said Soviet proposals could not be 
discussed because only a handful of the 12 ministers had 
received the confidence of Moscow and had been 


pledged to secrecy. 

The ministers said in a declaration after their meeting 
that they had noticed with interest the Soviet appeal to 
Iraq for an unconditional withdrawal from Kuwait. They 
called on Iraq to comply, and undertook to contribute to 
post-war security, stability and development in the 
Middle East. 


The ministers agreed that the United Nations should 
take a leading role in the process, and added that an 
important thrust of post-war reconstruction in the Gulf 
should come from Arab countries. 


Diplomats said there wc come disagreement over ways 
to organise the post-war reconstruction etivri. I rance 
Spain, Portugal and Italy wanted a major Middle East 
negotiating forum, which Italian Prime Minister Gianni 
De Michelis said would be a Helsinki-type conference. 


Other countries, notably Britain, urged what Mr. Hurd 
said would be a supporting role to “encourage the 
constructive ideas already beginning to come from the 
(Gulf) region.” This was a reference particularly to a 
meeting in Catro at the weekend of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council comprising Gulf oil producers, plus Syria and 
Egypt. 


French Foreign Minister Roland Dumas said the EC had 
“an exceptional opportunity to play a coherent, useful 
and global” role in the post-war Middle East. 


The various ministers stressed the need to work on 
security guarantees in the Middle East. Denmark pre- 
sented a proposal to control arms peddling in the region. 


The ministers agreed jointly that settlement of the 
Israeli- Palestinian dispute was a priority, along with the 
independence of Lebanon. 


Britain stressed the need to involve the United States 
closely in the post-war planning while Germany empha- 
sised the Soviet role. 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 1 


Responding to the U.S. rejection of the Soviet peace 
initiative, Mr. De Michelis said the initiative should be 
pursued. He said military action in the Gulf would no 
longer be necessary if Iraq agreed on an unconditional 
withdrawal, and that neither the international commu- 
nity nor the United States had set as a goal the downfall 
of Saddam Husayn. 


Luxembourg Foreign Minister Jacques Poos said he did 
not believe the rejection by Washington of the Soviet 
initiative was the last U.S. word on the subject. 


His French counterpart, Roland Dumas, said the plan 
was deficient in not specifying time limits, but Hans- 
Dietrich Genscher of Germany said Moscow had acted 
“correctly” and its initiative should not be placed tn 
question. 


UK's Hurd on Allies Approach 


LD1902124291 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1142 GM7 19 Feb 91 


[Report by PRESS ASSOCIATION correspondent Geoff 
Meade in Luxembourg] 


[Text] Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd today insisted 
that nothing had changed in the allies’ approach to the 
Gulf war. Only Iraq's unconditional withdrawal from 
Kuwait could alter the situation, he warned at the start of 
talks between EC foreign ministers in Luxembourg. 


Mr Hurd, clearly anxious not to raise hopes too high over 
the latest peace initiative, said the Soviet Union was 
entitled to take the initiative—“but it is a question of the 
response”. The foreign secretary added: “The response 
has to be a decision that Iraq will withdraw immediately 
and unconditionally and provide proof that is hap- 
pening. The position is not changed as far as | am 


But Dutch Foreign Minister Hans van den Brock, just 
back from Moscow after talks with President Gorbachev, 
said: “I think there is now the opportunity for peace in 
the Gulf. I can say that there is no doubt that the Soviet 
Union is very sincere about the need for an end to the 
war.” 


Today's talks, called before the Soviet peace plan was 
launched, were intended to discuss the post-war situa- 
tion and the role of the community allies. But with 
political activity over the Gulf centres on Moscow and 
Washington, the EC foreign ministers were reduced to 
awaiting events as they unfold during the day. 


Mr Hurd, who repeated his insistence that the Pales- 
tinian issue could not be made a condition of peace in 
the Gulf, said the ministers would be discussing other 
issues, including the crisis in the Baltic states. 
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On Soviet Gulf Plan 


AU1902170191 Paris AFP in English 1638 GMT 
19 Feb 91 


[Text] Luxembourg, Feb 19 (AFP) — Military action by 
the U.S.-led coalitica in the Gulf should no longer be 
necessary if Iraq withdr2ws unconditionally from 
Kuwait, Italian Foreign Minister Gianni De Michelis 
said here Tuesday [19 February]. 


He was answering questions just after the United States 
announced its rejection of the Soviet peace initiative for 
the Gulf. 


But Mr. De Michelis said he was speaking on behalf of 
Italy, not the European Community (EC), although the 
community's attitude was support of United Nations 
resolutions on unconditional Iraqi withdrawal. 

The Italian foreign minister said the Soviet initiative was 
worth pursuing even if it was rejected by the United 
States. 


Al a separate press conference, French Foreign Minister 
Roland Dumas said he “half-understood” the U.S. rejec- 
tion, since the Soviet proposals lacked details of date and 
duration of an Iraqi withdrawal. 

German Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher 
would not comment on the U.S. rejection of the Soviet 
inittative. 

The community's ministers were meeting here to discuss 
post-war Gulf reconstruction. 


Relations With Japan 


AU1902194791 Paris AFP in English 1927 GMT 
19 Feb 91 


[Text] Luxembourg, Feb 19 (AFP) — European Com- 
munity (EC) ministers agreed here Tuesday [19 Feb] to 
draw up, together with Japan, a declaration of relations 
between the two sides, that will define and strengthen 
their links. 
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British Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd said after a 
meeting of the ministers that the move would be a “big 


step forward™ in the EC's relationship with one of its 
major trading partners. 

Diplomats said the declaration was suggested by Japan 
after the EC had signed similar pledges of goodwill with 
the United States and Canada last November that pro- 
vided for important accords and regular high-level meet- 
ings. 


EC Parliament To Unblock Funds for Moscow 


AU1902142491 Paris AFP in English 1318 GMT 
19 Feb 91 


[Text] Strasbourg, France, Feb 19 (AFP)}—The European 
Parliament will Thursday authorise emergency aid for 
the Soviet Union and endorse a trade agreement with 
Romania, parliamentary sources said here Tuesday. 


Last month the assembly, in protest at Soviet action in 
the Baltic republics, refused to authorise payment of 350 
million dollars-worth of food and medical aid to 
Moscow. It also blocked similar aid worth 140 million 
dollars for Romania and Bulgaria. 


The Parliament's budget committee recommended 
Monday that Parliament authorise the payment when it 
meets Thursday. 


But it said the aid should be limited to an overall 392 
million dollars until it was clear that none of the aid 
would be at the expense of Third World countries. 


The committee also recommended that Parliament 
approve EC credit guarantees of 700 million dollars to 
enable the Soviet Union to buy foodstuffs. 


The committee voted to ratify a trade agreement signed 
late last year with Romania but subsequently blocked 
because of human rights violations there. 


Deputies said the Romanian Government had now 
taken steps in the right direction and it was time to end 
the country's international isolation. 
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Mock on Country's Gulf Policy, Neutrality 
AU2002104091 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
20 Feb 91 pp 1-2 


[Andreas Unterberper report: “Mock Initiative With UN 
; ey C ” 


a el cern gh weeny In an interview with DIE 
PRESSE, Foreign Minister Alois Mock analyzed Aus- 
tria’s Gulf policy. He conceded that Austria's refusal to 
allow the export of weapons and ammunition to coun- 
tries like Turkey, Saudi Arabia, and other Western states 
involved in the Gulf war might have long-term effects on 
Austria's trade. However, he also mentioned talks in 
which “understanding” for Austria was expressed. 


Mock stated: “i admit that we must be prepared to 
accept certain critical remarks and an impact on trade 
because of our position of neutrality. If one wants to be 
credible, one must pursue a policy characterized by 
certain limits.” However, this is a question of neutrality 
policy, not of neutrality law. “As a result of recent 
amendments to laws, it would also be possible for 
Austria to send troops. However, we will not do that 
because we do not believe that this is compatible with 
our neutrality.” 


Austria's policy is characterized by two principles: The 
policy of neutrality and solidarity. Asked whether Aus- 
tra does not behave like a weather vane, where, 
depending on its mood, one of these two principles come 
to the fore—because iONS concerning weapons 
exports and the transit of weapons are identical—Mock 
replied: “This is the basic problem of neutrality. | am 
aware of that.” 


In connection with the transit of weapons, Mock con- 
firmed that Austria will cot allow the transit of nuclear, 
bac.eniological, and chemical weapons. He also men- 
tioned another point that makes the examination of each 
individual case necessary: “It is not possible for tech- 
nical reasons to permit the transport of weapons through 
Austria every 30 minutes, because this would paralyze 
traffic in our country.” 


As far as financial aid is concerned, the debate over 
Austria's solidarity contribution for the countries 
affected by the Gulf war has not yet ended. So far, 
Austria has promised to provide $22 million, and 
another 15 million would be involved in a possible 
mission of the Austrian Red Cross. Mock admitted that 
this is not sufficient. “We will certainly have to provide 
more aid. The extent of financial aid is certainly impor- 
tant for the credibility of neutrality-related arguments. If 
the United Nations realizes that we are really willing to 
help people in the Gulf region, neutrality will not be seen 
as an instrument of noninvolvement.” 


AUSTRIA 


ot 


Does this mean that Austna must provide more 
and the transit 


this 1s mot pure national selfishness, but a basic atti- 
tude—one docs not participate in the actual 

confitct, which would also be an act of solidazity, one 
must demonstrate commitment in the humanitanan 


sphere.” [passage omitted] 


Mock was very reserved concerning a delicate uspect of 
his upcoming trip to Iran: The apparent Iranian role in 
the killing of exiled Kurdish politicians by Iranian agents 
in Vienna. “This issue is important from a legal view- 
point. I have abstained from any political inter-ention in 
this respect.” Has Austria not demanded the extradition 
of the suspected murderers? “As far as I know, Iran does 
not extradite Iranian citizens. On the other hand, Tehran 
offered the interrogation of the suspected criminals in 
Tehran. However, this is apparently incompatible with 
our legal system.” 


Mock stressed the economic and political significance of 
his visit to Iran. Apart from economic talks that will be 
held, the foreign minister 1s above all interested in Iran's 
plans concerning the postwar period. “Iran will have 
considerable weight in the future architecture of the Gulf 
region,” Mock stated. 


Guarantees for Arms Exports No Longer Provided 
AU1702163391 Vienna NEUE KRONEN-ZEITUNG 
in German 17 Feb 91 p 4 


[Text] Vienna—Yesterday, Finance Minister Lacina 
announced that in the future the control bank will no 
longer provide any guarantees for arms exports by Aus- 
trian companies. The minister said that this was the 
logical consequence of the Austrian Holding Company 
for Nationalized Industries’ (OcIAG) announcement 
that it will give up the armament industry. As reported 
earlier, OclAG sold Hirtenberg ammunition factory and 
Noricum arms company to Styrian industrialist Ass- 
mann. Private companies must now bear the full risk for 
arms exports. 


Visas for Poles To Be Extended 3-4 Months 


AU 1902122791 Vienna ORF Teletext in German 
1208 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] Vienna—Intenor Minister Loeschnak ant.ounced 
today that compulsory visas for Poles will be extended 
beyond March, by three to four months. 


An abolition of compulsory visas would lead to the same 
situation in Vienna which made their introduction nec- 
essary. The Polish black market caused considerable 
ifritation among thousands of Austrians at the time, 
Loeschnak stressed. 
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4 AUSTRIA 20 February 199! 


Germany, which will abolish compulsory visas for Poles, 
is no model. Contrary to Austra, Germany has political 


Pysitive Development in Trade With Iran 


AU200209439!1 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
20 Feb 91 p 15 


[“APA/mu”™ report: “Good Trade Wish Iran™] 


[Excerpt] Vienna—in 1990 Austria expenenced a record 
increase of 58 percent to 381 billion schillengs in c 
exports to Iran, which has thus beccme Austria's third 
largest overseas export market after the United States 
and Japan. Ths year, exports will continue to mse 
despite irati's proximity to warring Iraq and, as Wolf- 
gang Mayerhofer, the man responsible for business with 
this country in the Federal Economic Chamber, told DIE 
PRESSE. it will pretty certainly exceed 4 billion schull- 
ings, because a number of projects that were agreed on 
last year will start this year. [Passage omitted] 
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Belgium 


Belgian, Jordanians Bribed in Supergun Scam 
AU1802 182591 Paris AFP in English 1814 GMT 
18 Feb 91 


[Text) Brussels, Feb 18 (AFP) — Several Jordanian 
n..musters and a senor Belgian Defense Miristry official 
received bribes in return for illegally exporting a special 
powder for use in the Iraqi project to build a long-range 
“supergun,” according to a British engineer, in imter- 
views published on Monday [18 February]. 


Speaking to the Beigian daily HET VOLK, engincer 
Christopher Cowley said that a Belgian official had 
received 25,000 dollars for cach shipment of a special 
powder produced by Poudrenes Reunies de Belgsque 
(PRB) which he allowed to be exported in violation of 
Belgian law 

An official Beigian spokesman refused to confirm or 
deny the allegations. 


Beigian Foreign Trade Minister Robert Urbain recently 
said that Belgium had authorized the delivery of 235 
tons of explosives to Jordan in December 1988. 

He indicated that only 25 tons were delivered by Belgran 
military aircraft. 

Although Beigian law forbids delivery of armaments to 
conflict zones, this powder was reportedly delivered to 
Baghdad, then at war with Iran. 


Mr. Cowley, speaking to the Belgian weekly LE VIF- 
L’EXPRESS, said that 25,000 dollars in gold ingots had 
been delivered to certain Jordanian ministers “‘*o insure 
the good will of the Jordanian Government.’ 

He said that at least one supergun was operational in 
Iraq. 


BBC Television was to show satellite images on Monday 
of the Jabal-Makhal mountain in central Iraq, reportedly 
the site of an Iraqi supergyun with a range of 480 
kilometers (300 miles) aimed at Israel. 

Gerald Bull, the creator of the , was killed on 
March 22 in Brussels by unidentified assassins. 

The BBC has reported that the killers were members of 
the Israch secret services. 


Zaire Opposition Supporters Cause Incident 
AB1702215091 Paris AFP in English 1650 GMT 
17 Feb 91 


[Text] Brussels, Feb 17 (AFP)}—Supporters of a Zairian 
opposition leader fought with police at Brussels National 
Airport late Saturday when the authorities served him 
with an expulsion order, the BELGA NEWS AGENCY 
said bere Sunday. Later, a Belgian Government 
spokesman said the |0-year expulsion order had first 
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Turkish Foreign Ministry Envoy Arrives 


TA1802161391 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1447 GMT 18 Feb 91 


[Text] Brussels (A.A.}—A senior official from the 
Turkish pq tyey on Monday arrived at The 
Hague on the leg of a three-country trip to explain 








Turkey's Gulf policy and discuss Turco-EC relations 
with Dutch, Belgian and German officials. 


Foreign Ministry Under Secretary Tugay Ozcen began 
his contacts by meeting officials from the Dutch Fore'gn 
Ministry to explain Turkey's Gulf policy. 


Turkey 0s explasning rts Gulf politics and ts views on the 
post-Gulf war era in the Middle East through meetings at 
a vanety of levels to countnes concerned. 


On Tuesday Ozcern is scheduled to meet the gencral 
secretary of the Belgian Foreign Ministry, in Brussels, 
after which he will travel to Bonn. 


His contacts are part of an existing political consultation 
mechanism. 


‘Little Enthusiasm’ for Suriname Link Shown 


PMX (2092791 Ronerdam NRC HANDE!. BLAD 
in Dutch 12 Feb vip il 


[Willebrod Nicuwenhuis report: “Lubbers Plan for 
Closer Ties With Suriname”) 


[Text] The Hague, |2 Feb—Prime Minister Lubbers and 
the minister most affected have drafted far-reaching 
plans to make tics with Suriname much closer. The 
Netherlands would have to assume a number of respon- 
sibilities which it had before Surinamese independence 
in 1975. A majority of ministers have little enthusiasm 
for closer ties with Suriname. Members of the major 
parties’ parliamentary groups will now start arranging 
contacts with Sunnamese parliamentanans. 


According to the proposals of Prime Minister Lubbers, 
Foreign Minister Van den Brock, Justice Minister 
Hirsch Ballin, and Development Cooperaticn Minister 
Pronk, the Kingdom of the Netherlands would act as the 
guarantor of Suriname’s defense. The Netherlands 


Foreign Minister Van den Brock recenily gave an 
account of the Dutch plan to his U.S. counterpart, James 
Baker, and won his support. The members of the OAS 
have also been sour ded out. Venezucla seems to be a 
firm supporter. After this the plans were again put to the 
cabinet, with the same negative result. 


Then the leader of the parliamentary groups were 
informed of the plan after the Queen's New Year recep- 
tion in the Dam Palace. Democrats °66 and the People's 
Party for Freedom and Democracy were in favor of the 
plan, the Labor Party saw only practical problems, and 
the Christian Democratic Appeal wavered. Parliamen- 
tary group members want a cautious approach, because 
the Surinamese Army is a threat to the politicians who 
would publicly support this far-reaching form of cooper- 
ation with the Netherlands. 1 here has been a suggestion 
that contacts between the Netherlands and Surinamese 
politicians could take place in a third country 








FBIS-WEU-91-034 
20 February 1991 


Major Stresses Unconditional Iraqi Withdrawal 
1D1902174391 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1721 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Report by Trevor Mason, PRESS ASSOCIATION par- 
liamentary chief reporter] 


[Text] Saddam Husayn was warned by the prime min- 
ister today that Iraq's unconditional withdrawal from 
Kuwait was the only way to avoid a land war. Mr Major 
told the Commons he had received details of President 
Gorbachev's peace plan, currently under discussion in 
Baghdad, but refused to disclose details. He said at 
question time: “Nothing has yet happened which would 
incline us to agree to a ceasefire or a pause in the conflict. 
“If Saddam Husayn wants to avoid a land battle he 
knows what he must do. He has to withdraw uncondi- 
tionally and immediately from Kuwait and implement 
the (UN) Security Council resolutions in full. Until and 
unless he does that the conflict will continue.“ 


Mr Major also echoed Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd's 
Statement yesterday in stressing that the immediate 
release of allied prisoners of war “must be part of any 
ceasefire”. 


Dame Jill Knight (C Edgbaston) asked if the prime 
minister had information on British airmen who had 
been captured by the Iraqis. She said any peace terms 
should include the return of these airmen, unharmed. 


Mr Major replied: “I wish I could say that I do have the 
information that you seek. We have tried repeatedly and 
thus far have had no success in getting it.” He stressed: “I 
share your great concern about Iraq's failure to fulfill its 
commitments under the Geneva convention and grant 
the Red Cross access to prisoners of war. We remain in 
constant touch with the International Committee of the 
Red Cross and are urging them to do everything possible 
to get the Iraqis to live up to their obligations.” 


He insisted: “The immediate release of prisoners of war, 
including our own airmen, must be part of any cease- 
fire.” 


To Tory jeers, Labour’s Ken Livingstone (Brent E) 
asked: “In the light of the news from Moscow that 
President Gorbachev has given Saddam Husayn 48 
hours in which to reply to his peace proposals, could you 
assure the House that no ground war will be launched by 
the coalition while these negotiations continue?” 


Mr Major retorted: “I don't think you can seriously 
expect me to give any information of a milit «y sort here 
on this occasion, or on any other occasion. I can confirm 
that President Gorbachev sent me, late last night, the 
proposals he has put to (Iraqi Foreign Minister) Tariq 
‘Aziz”. 


Another Labour member, Gavin Strang (Edinburgh E), 
asked: “If Saddam Husayn responds to the Soviet peace 
initiative with an undertaking to withdraw all his forces 
from Kuwait unconditionally, do you agree that the 
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allies should respond by stopping the bombing and 
halting moves toward a ground war in Kuwait?” 


Mr Major said President Gorbachev had asked him to 
keep the proposal confidential and so he was unable to 
offer any substantive comment. He added: “It’s the 
Iraqis that have been asked to respond, not us. We await 
any response from them.” 


Tory Roger Gale (Thanet N) said that in media coverage 
of the war it was not “incumbent on the BBC or ITN 
[Independent Television News] to sink to the level of 
some foreign news companies”. He said that for the 
wives and families of servicemen serving in the Gulf, 
every effort should be made to make clear that reports 
from Baghdad were subject to severe censorship. 


The prime minister replied: “I think it is clear that 
reports coming out of Baghdad are subject to censorship. 
! hope that the BBC and other transmission channels will 
make that clear on every occasion.” 


Major To Vist Moscow 4-5 Mar, Meet Gorbachev 


LD1902124591 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1147 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] The prime minister will visit the Soviet Union 
from March 4 to 5, Downing Street confirmed today. 
This will be Mr Major's first visit to the Soviet Union 
since becoming prime minister and his first meeting with 
President Gorbachev, with whom he will be having talks 
in the Kremlin. 


Hurd Says Soviet Peace Plan ‘Falls Short’ 


LD2002140591 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1217 GMT 20 Feb 91 


[Report by Chris Moncrieff, PRESS ASSOCIATION 
political editor] 


[Text] Britain today told the Soviet Union that Mr. 
Mikhail Gorbachev's peace plan aimed at ending the 
Gulf war does not fully meet the requirements of United 
Nations Security Council resolutions demanding an 
unconditional Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait. 


Soviet Ambassador to London Leonid Zamyatin was 
given the message by Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd 
after being summoned to the Foreign Office in London 
this morning. Britain is honouring the Kremlin's request 
that the proposals should remain secret, so no details of 
the full reasons for the government's attitude, which Mr 
Hurd spelled out to the ambassador, were being given. 


Mr. Zamyatin was being told, therefore, that the conflict 
must continue, underlining the prime minister's state- 
ment yesterday that nothing had yet happened which 
would incline the government to agree to a ceasefire or a 
pause in the conflict. Mr. Major made his statement 
before Britain's attitude was made public, although the 
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government's view was already settled. It is in line with 
Washington's view that Moscow's proposals fall short of 
the UN resolutions. 


Britain's response will have come in time for Mr. Gor- 
bachev, if he wishes, to put it before Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Tariq ‘Aziz when he returns to Moscow, pre- 
sumably with Saddam Husayn’s reply to the initiative. 


Whitehall sources indicated today that Britain had prob- 
ably formed its own view about the initiative before the 
United States. But for various reasons—partly because 
of the Americans’ greater numbers of men and equip- 
ment in the Gulf—the Americans made their view 
known first. 


Since then, Mr. Major has discussed the initiative on the 
telephone with French President Francois Mitterrand 
and Canadian Prime Minister Brian Mulroney. But no 
details of these conversations were being made available 
because of the continuing confidentiality of the Soviet 
proposals. 


The Foreign Office said later that Mr. Hurd had met the 
Soviet ambassador for 30 minutes. A spokeswoman said: 
“There was an exchange of views and the secretary of 
State was giving the government's response.” It was 
made clear Mr. Hurd had given a substantive reply to the 
Soviet peace plan but officials stressed today’s meeting 
was not the end of the road. The FO spokeswoman said: 
“Consultations are continuing at all levels.” 


Meanwhile, the issue of allied prisoners of war was being 
raised at a meeting between Foreign Office minister 
Douglas Hogg and Mr. Francis Amar of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross. 


Further on Plan 


LD1902180191 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1702 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Report by Chris Moncrieff, PRESS ASSOCIATION 
political editor] 


[Excerpt] Britain tonight joined Washington in the view 
that the Soviet peace proposals do not meet the full 
requirements of the UN Security Council resolutions. 
This means that even if Saddam Husayn accepts the 
Kremlin plan, the allied military operation continues. 


British Government sources underlined tonight that the 
allies are in the Gulf to ensure the fulfillment of the UN 
resolutions, which mean the unconditional withdrawal 
of Iraqi forces from Kuwait. Nothing short of that will 
suffice. Britain has already notified Washington of its 
view and will explain its reasons in detail to the Kremlin. 
But since Mr Gorbachev has insisted that the proposals 
remain secret, Britain is pot making public its reasons. 
[passage omitted] 
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Activities of Bulgaria’s Zhelev Reported 
AU1802220091 Sofia BTA in English 2031 GMT 
18 Feb 91 


[Text] London, February 18 (BTA)}—Today Bulgaria’s 
President Zhelyu Zhelev met Britain’s Prime Minister 
John Major. 


Mr. Major expressed the great interest which is being 
shown in Britain in the political and economic changes 
in Bulgaria. We admire the effort made by the Bulgarian 
people for these changes, he pointed out. He voiced his 
wish to hear Dr. Zhelev’s opinion on the foreign political 
issues and on the political and economic situation in 
Bulgaria. 

Dr. Zhelyu Zhelev pointed out that he regards the 
invitation for his present visit as a sign of consideration, 
kindly feelings and support for the changes in our 
country. He dwelled upon the new priorities in Bul- 
garia’s foreign policy and pointed out that she is no 
longer the state which used to be regarded by the West as 
one of the most loyal satellites of the Soviet Union. We 
are following an independent foreign policy now, he said. 


The president pointed out that the Warsaw Pact practi- 
cally no longer exists as a structure. By April | it will 
officially cease to act as a military organization, and after 
a while as a political organization. Dr. Zhelev outlined in 
detail Bulgaria's stand on the Gulf crisis and confirmed 
this country’s principled approach to the events in the 
Baltics. He spoke of the stands of the major political 
forces, of the state leadership and of parliament; he said 
that the problems should be solved only by peaceful 
means, the solution should be sought through dialogue 
between the leaders of the republics and Moscow. 


The Bulgarian president acquainted Mr. Major in detail 
with the changes in this country in the last year. He 
pointed out that now we can say for sure that Bulgaria 
has put an end to the Communist totalitarian system. He 
said that Bulgaria already has a multiparty parliamen- 
tary system and a noncommunist government. It is a 
government of the national accord which boldly started 
the political and economic reform, he said. 


Dr. Zhelev expressed his conviction that the foundations 
of new Bulgaro-British relations are being laid now. Such 
relations are already in the process of being established 
with all countries in and outside Europe. 


Mr. Major thanked Bulgaria for its stand on the Gulf 
crisis and for her readiness to send military units there. 
He said, however, that for the time being there is no need 
for additional military forces there. The prime minister 
said that Great Britain has shown interest for Bulgaria's 
proposal to undertake the medical treatment of wounded 
soldiers if the need arises. 


He expressed serious concern over the events in the 
Baltics and pointed out the categorical opinion of the 
British Government that the use of force is unacceptable. 
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He will uphold the same opinion in March at his meeting 
with the Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Later, Mr. John Major posed the question to what extent 
the hard-liners in the BSP [Bulgarian Socialist Party] 
could threaten the course towards changes in Bulgaria. 
He spoke of Bulgaria's efforts to in’ 2grate into the 
European structures, first of all into the EEC, and said 
that serious proyress is expected on that issue. The prime 
minister hopes that soon Bulgaria will be granted an 
associate member status in the community; by then it 
should take maximum use of the agreement on cooper- 
ation which she has signed with the EEC. Great Britain 
entirely supports Bulgaria's application for membership 
in the Council of Europe. 


One of the proofs for the changes in Bulgaria is the new 
attitude to the murder of Georgi Markov, the prime 
minister said. He welcomed the decision to start a new 
investigation. At the end Mr. Major announced the 
decision of the British Government to put Bulgaria on 
the list of countries using the know-how fund. [as 
received] 


Mr. Major said that the ban on Bulgaria's purchase of 
crude oil from the North Sea will soon be raised. 
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In response to some questions Dr. Zhelev explained that 
the processes in the Bulgarian Socialist Party are com- 
plicated and said he hoped that the reformers will take 
the upper hand and turn it into a normal Western-type 
political party. At present, the leadership of the BSP and 
its representatives in the Grand National Assembly are 
in line with the general democratic political and eco- 
nomic reforms, so despite the difficulties the parliament 
is passing those laws which will guarantee the irrevers- 
ibility of the changes in the system, the irreversibility of 
Bulgaria's transition to a modern society from the polit- 
ical and economic point of view, President Zhelev 
pointed out. 

The two countries’ foreign ministers, Mr. Viktor Vulkov 
and Mr. Douglas Hurd, who were also present at the 
talks, signed two five-year agreements in the sphere of 
culture. 


The first agreement is on cooperation in education, 
science and culture and envisages the broadening of 
contacts in these three spheres. The second agreement 
envisages the opening of cultural centers in the two 
capitals and is practically already applied. 


The British Counc | will render considerable assistance 
for training English language lecturers and teachers. 








10 GERMANY 


Kohl Confers With Gorbachev, Mitterrand, Major 


LD1902163791 Hamburg DPA in German 1621 GMT 
19 Feb 91 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—Chancellor Helmut Kohli thinks 
there is still a chance to interrupt the Gulf war for 
political negotiations. On the fringes of the Christian 
Democratic Union/Christian Social Union [CDU/CSU] 
Group session in Bonn on Tuesday, Kohl said of the 
Soviet peace plan that the Iraqi leader Saddam Husayn 
“once more has the key to a nonmilitary solution in his 
hands.” The chancellor was speaking after it became 
known that U.S. President George Bush does not think 
the Soviet plan is adequate to end the war. 


Kohl annwunced that in the previous hours he had had 
several telephone conversations, not only with Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev, but also with French 
President Francois Mitterrand and British Prime Min- 
ister John Major. He stressed that Iraq has to withdraw 
from Kuwait without any preconditions. So far, no such 
assurance has been received. 


The chancellor reaffirmed that after the end of the Gulf 
war a new security system will have to be created in the 
whole region. Without economic development there can 
be no peace in the Middle East in the long run. 


Genscher Urges Support for Gorbachev Peace Plan 


LD1902170391 Berlin ADN in German 1622 GMT 
19 Feb 91 


[Text] Bonn (ADN)—The Soviet initiative to end the 
Gulf war and Gorbachev's appeal to Saddam Husayn are 
a last-minute chance and “deserve comprehensive sup- 
port,” Foreign Minister Genscher said today in an inter- 
view with the DFF/Laenderkette television in Luxem- 
bourg. On the sidelines of the EC foreign ministers 
meeting Genscher pointed out that “nobody has worked 
as genuinely for fundamental changes in the interna- 
tional situation” as the Soviet president. Therefore, 
Gorbachev deserves trust in the foreign policy he is 
conducting at the moment. I cannot understand, the 
German foreign minister said, why doubts about the 
sincerity of Gorbachev's foreign policy are expressed in 
the West every day. Nobody should forget that without 
the policy pursued by the Soviet head of state, German 
unification and the demise of the division of Europe 
would not have been possible. 


Calls Plan ‘Appeal’ 
LD2002101191 Hamburg DPA in German 0947 GMT 
20 Feb 91 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev’'s initiative to end the Gulf war is, in the view of 
Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher, basically 
simply an “appeal.” In a Deutschlandfunk interview on 
Wednesday, the minister expressly avoided speaking of a 
Soviet “proposal.” He preferred to speak of an “appeal.” 
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Soviet Ambassador to Bonn Vladislav Terekhov was 
received by Genscher late on Tuesday evening at his own 
request. Both sides maintained silence about the reason 
for the visit. Observers think Genscher was being 
informed via formal diplomatic channels about the 
Soviet attempt to end the war. In addition, efforts are 
underway to arrange a visit by the new Soviet Foreign 
Minister Aleksandr Bessmertnykh to Bonn, as informed 
sources said. 


In the interview on Wednesday, Genscher stressed that 
the soviet Union had from the start supported the UN 
Security Council policy. No lasting peace in the region 
wouid be possible without the Soviet Union. Genscher 
once again stressed that peace had to be shaped consid- 
ering the region's own terms. That view was shared by all 
sides in his Middle East trip last week. 


Iran's Velayati Confers With Genscher About Gulf 


NC1902075191 Tehran Domestic Service 
in Persian 0430 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] The second round of talks between the foreign 
ministers of Iran and Germany continued with discus- 
sions and exchanges of views on the Persian Gulf war 
and ended last night. IRNA reports that before the 
commencement of this round of talks, German Foreign 
Minister Genscher said in a radio interview that the 
expansion of bilateral relations, the outlook for the end 
of the Persian Gulf war, and Iran's ideas on creating 
stable security in the region after the war were the three 
points he was to discuss with the Iranian foreign min- 
ister. He added that Germany attaches great importance 
to its relations with Iran and that the two countries’ 
relations can now be expanded. 


At the end of the first round of talks between the two 
foreign ministers, the German officials had stated that 
Iran and Germany agree on Iraq's unconditional with- 
drawal from Kuwait and that they also stressed the need 
to maintain Iraq's territorial integrity. 


During the second round of talks between the German 
and Iranian foreign ministers, problems of a united 
Germany and the situation of former East Germany 
were also discussed. 


Says lraq Prepared To Withdraw 
LD1902153591 Hamburg DPA in German 1448 GMT 
19 Feb 91 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—Today in Bonn, Iranian Foreign 
Minister ‘Ali Akbar Velayati summarized the situation 
in the Gulf by saying that Iran wants to limit a post-war 
security system to the Gulf region and is prepared to 
contact the United States. Baghdad is prepared for an 
unconditional withdrawal from Kuwait, Velayati 
affirmed. 


After his political talks in Bonn he also stressed the 
mutual will to deepen relations and underlined that 


ell 
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“very important agreements” had been achieved 
between Bonn and Tehran in the political, economic, 
and cultural fields. 


According to the Iranian minister, Iraq has been pre- 
pared to comply with the UN resolutions since Friday. 
There is no question of a connection with the Palestinian 
problem. A political solution would have to be found 
which is based on Iraq’s unconditional withdrawal and 
the withdrawal of all foreign troops from the region. 
Velayati avoided questions about Israel, stating that 
future participants in a regional system could only be the 
six members of the Gulf Cooperation Council as well as 
Iran and Iraq. Velayati did not mention Israel or Syria, 
which are also preparing for a future role as a control 
power. 


In the post-war order to be established, Iran would 
cooperate “with the Soviet Union and others,” Velayati 
stressed. He spoke of a “security and cooperation agree- 
ment in the region of the Persian Gulf.” He sees the 
possibility of the use of UN peacekeeping troops. Ger- 
many could help with its good relations with the coun- 
tries in the region that are “without bad memories.” 
[passage omitted] 


Yelayati, Genscher ‘Fully Agree’ 
LD1902172691 Tehran IRIB Television Network 
in Persian 1600 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] Even as our Foreign Minister ‘Ali Akbar Velayati 
was still in Bonn, where he met Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
and Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher, it was 
announced today that the Islamic Republic of Iran and 
Germany fully agree on the unconditional withdrawal of 
Iraq from Kuwait. In the meetings, the German chan- 
cellor expressed his appreciation for the efforts by the 
Islamic Republic of Iran to solve the Persian Gulf crisis. 
He then referred to his country’s interest in expanding 
bilateral ties with Iran and said: The new developments 
and the unification of the two Germanies have brought 
about suitable conditions for further strengthening and 
expanding traditional ties between Iran and Germany. 


Meanwhile, this morning in Bonn, our country’s Foreign 
Minister Mr. Velayati, in a telephone conversation with 
the Yugoslav foreign minister, informed him of the latest 
developments regarding the war in the Persian Gulf. 


Holds News Conference 


LD1902184491 Tehran Domestic Service 
in Persian 1630 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] According to a Central News Unit report from 
Bonn today, Dr. Velayati, on the second day of his 
official visit to Germany, met with German Finance 
Minister Theo Waigel. In this meeting various areas of 
expanding economic relations between the Islamic 
Republic of Iran and Germany were discussed. 


Meanwhile, this afternoon Mr. Velayati took part in a 
news conference. Please listen to our colleague's report: 
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[Unidentified correspondent] In a news conference in 
Bonn this afternoon, Mr. Velayati, our country’s min- 
ister of foreign affairs, replied to questions by reporters 
on various topics, especially on the Persian Gulf crisis 
relations between Iran and Germany. 

In the news conference Mr. Velayati first referred to his 
visit to Germany and his meetings with top-ranking 
German officials in which they talked about the Persian 
Gulf situation and the region's future. He declared that 
the Islamic Republic of Iran is prepared to continue its 
efforts to find a political solution. He said any political 
solution should include a full and unconditional with- 
drawal by Iraq from Kuwait and the departure of foreign 
forces from the region. At the end of his remarks he 
emphasized the need for a security system to be set up in 
the Persian Gulf by the countries of the region. 


In reply to a question by a reporter on Iraq's prepared- 
ness to withdraw from Kuwait, he said: Following my 
meeting in Tehran with Iraqi Foreign Minister Tariq 
‘Aziz, I think that Iraq is now ready to withdraw from 
Kuwait on the basis of UN Security Council Resolution 
660. 


Replying to a question from another reporter concerning 
a reciprocal move by the multinational forces to halt 
their air raids temporarily, Dr. Velayati said: Such a 
move by the multinational forces would certainly be an 
effective step toward politically resolving the Persian 
Gulf crisis. 


In reply to another question by a reporter concerning 
casualties in the war, he said that there are no precise 
Statistics but added that tens of thousands have been 
killed and injured by air raids and missile attacks. 


Comments on Visit, Gulf 


NC2002053391 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 
0430 GMT 20 Feb 91 


[Text] Continuing his visit to Germany, Foreign Min- 
ister Mr. Velayati met and talked with the German 
president, the parliamentary speaker, and the leaders of 
the Christian Democrat and of the Social Democrat 
parties in the German parliament. 


The Central News Unit reports from Bonn that during 
the meetings, Mr. Velayati noted the unfavorable conse- 
quences of the Persian Gulf war and said: We should 
think of the future and of the fate of the Iraqi people. The 
Iraqi aggression against Kuwait will never be grounds for 
the dismemberment or the destruction of the country 
and its Muslim people. 


The foreign minister noted: The countries of the region 
should ensure and determine their security and fate by 
themselves. Today, the presence of foreign forces in the 
Persian Gulf is itself a source of concern and gives rise to 
another crisis in the region. 


The German speaker thanked the Islamic Republic of 
Iran for its efforts to end the Persian Gulf war and said: 
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We too believe that regional security should be estab- 
lished by the countries of the region; foreign countries 
can never ensure security and peace in the region. 


In a conversation with our correspondent, Mr. Velayati 
discussed the outcome of his visit to Germany. We invite 
you to listen to the conversation: 


[Begin Velayati recording] We held discussions and 
exchanged views with German officials on bilateral 
relations and on the extremely sensitive and significant 
problem of the Persian Gulf, as well as the vital situation 
our region finds itself in. 


As far as the Persian Gulf war goes, the Islamic Repub- 
lic’s concern over the continuation and extension of this 
destructive war has been stated. We stated our serious 
(2concern) about the destruction and dismemberment of 
Iraq, the massacre of the defenseless people of Iraq, and 
the destruction of Iraq's national wealth. Also, emphasis 
was placed on the need for a peaceful end to this 
destructive war. 


In our talks with German officials we stressed that 
countries in the region should cooperate to guarantee the 
future security of the Persian Gulf region. We said that 
we are completely against a plan being imposed on the 
region from outside. 


The German officials expressed gratitude for the Islamic 
Republic's efforts toward a peaceful solution to the crisis 
and preserving Iraq's territorial integrity. They 
expressed their favorable views on the establishment of a 
cooperation and a collective security system in the 
Persian Gulf with the participation of the countrics of 
the region. To an extent, the German Government's 
view on the subject is close to that of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. [end recording] 


Foresees ‘Important’ Turkish Role 
TA1902171791 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1640 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] Bonn (ANATOLIA)—Iranian Foreign Minister 
‘Ali Akbar Velayati has said that “Turkey will assume 
the place it deserves in the new postwar order.” 


Velayati, currently on a two-day official visit to Ger- 
many, made a statement to ANATOLIA Agency. He 
expressed the conviction that Turkey will assume an 
important role in the Middle East security and coopera- 
tion conference to be held ir: the aftermath of the war. 


Pointing out that the relations between Turkey and Iran 
will be developed within the framework of future coop- 
eration among Islamic countries, the Iranian foreign 
minister declared that he views bilateral relations in a 


positive light. 


Velayati noted that he received assurances from the 
Turkish Government (that it does not aim at gaining 
territory). 
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In his news conference in Bonn today, Velayati remarked 
that he expects Iraq to decide on unconditional with- 
drawal from Kuwait. 


The Iranian foreign minister said that this subject was 
discussed during his meeting with Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Tariq "Aziz on Friday, adding: “In our meeting in 
Tehran, ‘Aziz declared that his country will withdraw 
from Kuwait unconditionally.” 


Velayati, who held meetings with Chancellor Helmut 
Kohli and Foreign Affairs Minister Hans-Dietrich Gen- 
scher in Bonn, will then leave for Paris. 


Discusses War With Weizsaecker 


LD2002120491 Tehran IRNA in English 0943 GMT 
20 Feb 91 


[Text] Bonn, Feb. 20, IRNA—Tehran-Bonn relations 
and the Persian Gulf crisis were discussed in a meeting 
here between the visiting Iranian Foreign Minister ‘Ali 
Akbar Velayati and German President Richard von 
Weizsaecker Tuesday. 


Velayati said that the multinational forces musi stop 
bombardment of Iraq to give Baghdad a chance to prove 
its goodwill in implementing the U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 660. 


The German president stating that his country supports 
the view that the Persian Gulf region must be adminis- 
tered by the regional countries stressed that the regional 
states should play a fundamental role in any regional 
security plan. 

Similar topics were discussed between Velayati and 
speaker of German Federal Assembly Rita Sussmuth in a 
separate meeting Tuesday night; the two sides urged 
promotion of ties between the two countries’ parlia- 
menis. 


Velayati, heading a political delegation, arrived here on 
a three-day official visit Monday at the invitation of his 
German counterpart Hans-Dietrich Genscher. 


During the third and last round of talks between Velayati 
and his host, Genscher said that the European Economic 
Community has decided to initiate steps at expert level 
to expand relations with the Islamic Republic. 


According to members of the Iranian delegation, the two 
sides also stressed the need to follow up the agreements 
reached between the two countries during the current 
visit. 

Earlier, the two foreign ministers agreed to form an 
Iran-German joint economic commission within the 
next few months with participation of the two countries’ 
economic ministers. 

The two countries also emphasized the im=ortance of 
reviving the bilateral cultural agreement reached 
between Tehran and Bonn in 1988. 
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The Iranian sources also said that the German minister 
has described his talks with Velayati as “positive, con- 
structive, comprehensive and fruitful” and expressed 
satisfaction with the outcome of the talks. 


Meanwhile, Velayati invited Genscher to visit Iran, 
which was accepted. The date of the visit wil! be 
arranged later. 


Among others, Velayati also met with former German 
chancellor and current head of the international 
socialism Willy Brandt, who underlined the need for 
upgrading Iran-German ties. Brandt also expressed hope 
to visit Iran in the near future. 


Participating in a live TV program here Tuesday night, 
Velayati warned that the launching of land offensive 
against Iraq by multinational forces will only make it 
more difficult to stop the war. He termed as totally 
“unjustified” launching a land assault against Iraq under 
the present conditions, adding that Iran is optimistic 
towards the success of the ongoing diplomatic efforts. 


The Iranian minister is to leave Bonn for Paris 
Wednesday where he will review the latest developments 
in the Persian Gulf war with French President Francois 
Mitterrand. 


On Aziz Trip to Moscow 


AU2002124791 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network 
in German 1200 GMT 20 Feb 91 


[Text] Iranian Foreign Minister Velayati said in Bonn 
today that Iraq's ‘Aziz will not travel to Moscow before 
tomorow. Only then will talks on a possible peaceful 
soluticn of the Gulf war be continued, he said. 


Further Economic Ties Planned 


LD2002111991 Hamburg DPA in German 0949 GMT 
20 Feb 91 


[Text] Bonn (DPA/VWD)—Economic relations with 
Iran are to be developed again. Further details are to be 
discussed in Tehran in July at a session of the German- 
Iranian economic commission. That was agreed to by 
Iranian Foreign Minister "Ali Akbar Velayati and Fed- 
eral Economic Affairs Minister Juergen Moelleman in 
Bonn on Wednesday. 


The discussion will focus especially on possibilities for 
including the eastern German laender in trade German 
exports to Iran were noticeably higher in 1990 than in 
previous years. By October, goods worth 3.2 billion 
marks had been exported and 1.1 billion marks worth 
had been imported. 


Velayati plans to fly on to Paris on Wednesday after two 
days of talks in Bonn. 
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Additional DM150 Million Promised to Turkey 


AU1802133391 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network 
in German 1200 GMT 18 Feb 91 


[Text] The Federal Government promised Turkey addi- 
tiona! help valued at 150 million German marks [DM] to 
compensate for economic losses because of the Gulf war. 
Seiler-Albring, minister of state in the Foreign Ministry, 
agreed on the payment in Ankara last week, a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said today in answer to an inquiry. 
Thus, Germany’s bilateral economic help for Turkey in 
connection with the Gulf war amounts to DM260 mil- 
lion, it was stated. Moreover, Turkey gets DM350 mil- 
lion mark from the EC as compensation for economic 
losses as a consequence of the Gulf war. 


Vogel: Hostilities Should En2 With Pullout Plan 


LD2002124191 Hamburg DPA in German 1153 GMT 
20 Feb 91 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)—Social Democratic Party Chairman 
Hans-Jochen Vogel has called on the Allies in the Gulf 
war to stop hostilities should Iraq announce its uncon- 
ditional withdrawal from Kuwait. The bombing should 
be stopped for two or three days in order to monitor the 
movements of the Iraqi Army, Vogel told journalists in 
Bonn today. If the army starts to withdraw, the way will 
be clear for a ceasefire. 


Vogel stressed that it 1s a precondition for a peaceful end 
to the war that UN Resolution 660 be fulfilled “by all 
those concerned”. It alone aims for the liberation of 
Kuwait. 


Press Reviews Gorbachev's Gulf Initiative 


AU1902182591 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network 
in German 0605 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[From the Press Review] 


[Text] One of the topics discussed by the press today is 
the Soviet Union's most recent diplomatic initiative 
aimed at ending the Gulf war before the start of a ground 
offensive, which is apparently imminent. 


The daily DIE WELT writes about the meeting of the 
Iraqi foreign minister with Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev: The people of the world did not place much 
hope in Tariq ‘Aziz’ visit to Moscow. We had hoped 
once before that Saddam Husayn would have an insight 
at the eleventh hour. Nevertheless, the chance in Geneva 
was missed. The Iraqi foreign minister's visit to Moscow 
hegan with the Western alliance insisting that Saddam 
Husayn state his readiness to withdraw from Kuwait 
without delay or else the ground offensive would begin, 
which would end with the overthrow of the Baghdad 
regime. Gorbachev tried to forestall that development. 
In terms of a withdrawal, Saddam Husayn was offered a 
wa! out that could spare his country total defeat and the 
breakdown of Iraq as a state. 
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We read in KOELNER STADT-ANZEIGER: Gor- 
bachev’s special envoy Primakov had the impression 
that the Baghdad dictator might now be ready for 
diplomatic bridges. If Primakov and Gorbachev are 
right—and we will have to wait and see whether they 
are—all parties involved would have to show a high 
degree of wisdom and self-control. Has an expedition, 
pursued at immense expense and holding out prospects 
of victory, ever been broken off because of vague and by 
no means certain hope for a political solution? 


SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG comments on Gor- 
bachev’s initiative as follows: The details of the plan are 
not known, and if it were to be based on Iraq's recent 
sham offer, Washington's veto is already certain. How- 
ever, the fact that Gorbachev personally has informed 
President Bush and other leaders of the anti-Iragq alliance 
about his proposals shows how much importance the 
Soviet Union attaches to a diplomatic solution at almost 
any cost. Gorbachev has thereby started a race of diplo- 
macy against the military, because despite its efforts to 
cover up the fact for propaganda reasons, the United 
States has already finalized its plans for the beginning of 
the ground offensive for the liberation of Kuwait. 
Nothing would suit the Americans less than the fact that 
a diplomatic maneuver thwarted their efforts to reach 
their real war objective—neutralizing Saddam Husayn 
and his military apparatus. 


BERLINER ZEITUNG writes: There are many conflicts 
in the region, and they all must be urgently resolved. So 
we should be careful not to assume that the Soviet Union 
has yielded to the conditions set by Saddam to link every 
problem with all the other problems. In fact, the Iraqi 
withdrawal from Kuwait is one thing. However, after 
that, the other existing Middie East problems must be 
dealt with immediately. That is just a logical conclusion 
if we really want to achieve a peaceful settlement for the 
whole region. Of course, it would be an illusion to believe 
that Iraq and the United States would enthusiastically 
say that they had only waited for this initiative by 
Gorbachev. They will try to find points in the initiative 
that they can criticize, and they will surely find more 
than enough such points. 


Editorial: ‘Last Chance’ for Saddam Lost 


AU2002123391 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 20 Feb 91 p 4 


[“ky” editorial: “To the Bitter End”) 


[Text] The die is casi. U.S. President George Bush will 
continue the struggle against the Iraqi dictator to the 
bitter end—with military means and without allowing 
diplomacy to interfere. With the categoric rejection of 
Gorbachev's peace plan by the White House, the last 
chance for the Iraqi dictator Saddam Husayn has been 
lost, even before Husayn made an effort to reply. 


During the past 24 hours, the rigid fronts in the Gulf 
conflict have started moving. However, it looks more 
like panic. It is not clear what role the smart Iraq Foreign 
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Minister Tariq ‘Aziz is playing in this connection. Why 
does he not travel to Baghdad from Tehran to brief 
Saddam, as agreed with the Soviet Union? Is the dictator 
no longer in power and will "Aziz return as the temporary 
administrator of the Iraqi shambles to the Soviet capital? 


These are mere speculations. The extremely nervous 
climate in the Gulf is an excellent breeding ground for 
such speculations. The only thing that is certain seems to 
be that from the very beginning Bush was not willing to 
allow his plans to siash the military potential of the Iraqi 
tyrant to be foiled. He probably used the presumption 
that Baghdad is only willing to withdraw from Kuwait on 
the basis of UN resolution 660—which was confirmed 
by Iran's foreign minister in Bonn—as an excuse. That 
resolution does not mention the restoration of the legit- 
imate government of the Kuwaiti Sabah dynasty in the 
emirate. However, that is ultimately what the whole 
conflict was about—at least as far as the goal sanctioned 
by the United Nations is concerned. 


Arson Attacks Against U.S. Companies in Freiburg 
AU2002103491 Cologne Deutschlandunk Network 
in German 1000 GMT 20 Feb 91 


[Text] Last night, two arson attacks on branches of U.S. 
companies were carried out in Freiburg. As the police 
reported, an incendiary bomb exploded in an office 
building of the IBM computer company and was imme- 
diately extinguished by firemen. In front of the Coca- 
Cola building, a truck owned by the company was set on 
fire. The driver's cab was destroyed. Under a second car 
the police found an incendiary bomb that had not 


exploded. 


Kohl Receives Nicaragua's President Chamorro 


LD1902141791 Hamburg DPA in German 1126 GMT 
19 Feb 91 


[Excerpts] Bonn (DPA)—President of Nicaragua Violeta 
Barrios de Chamorro was received with military honors 
on Tuesday by President Richard von Weizsaecker. 
After a one-hour conversation with the federal president, 
Mrs. Chamorro met Chancellor Helmut Kohl and, later, 
representatives from industry. 


Nicaraguan Interior Minister Carlos Hurtado, who is 
accompanying the president on her three-day visit to 
Bonn, announced in a DPA interview that he will ask the 
Federal Republic for heip in developing the security 
forces in Nicaragua. Those units were formerly mas- 
sively supported by the GDR. Hurtado is hoping that his 
talks at the Bonn Interior Ministry will lead to the 
redevelopment of the Nicaraguan security apparatus. He 
believes the “minimum” cost to be 15 million marks. 


[passage omitted] 


It is thought that in the talk with Finance Minister Theo 
Waigel (CSU) [Christian Social Union] the focus will be 
on rescheduling negotiations. Nicaragua is counting on 
German support. 
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Kohl Promises Aid 


LD1902145791 Berlin ADN in German 1426 GMT 
19 Feb 91 


[Text] Bonn (ADN)}—In his talks with President of 
Nicaragua Violeta Barrios de Chamorro, Chancellor 
Kohl called her taking office an “important contribution 
to stabilization in Central America.” During the meeting 
in Bonn today, Kohl expressed his hope for a further 
strenghtening of the young democracy and for progress 
in the economic development of the country. The 
present chance for comprehensive and permanent recon- 
ciliation in Nicaragua must not be missed. 
Government Spokesman Dieter Vogel announced after 
the talks that Kohl promised Nicaragua further substan- 
tial development aid linked to certain projects. In con- 
nection with that he also stressed the necessity of multi- 
national aid and an early agreement on a concrete 
program for the stabilization involving the IMF and the 
World Bank. That is also the precondition for a speedy 
settlement of Nicaragua's large foreign debts. 


In his talks with Ms. Chamorro, the federal chancellor 
expressed German interest in extending and deepening 
relations with the new, democratic Nicaragua on a broad 
basis. In view of the enormous economic problems the 
government took over from its socialist predcecessor, the 
Federal Government is prepared, together with Euro- 
pean partners, to help quickly and effectively. 


Chamorro Seeks Investment 


L.D1902163491 Hamburg DPA in German 1600 GMT 
19 Feb 91 


[Excerpts] Bonn (DPA)—The Federal Government has 
promised Nicaragua's president, Violeta Barrios de 
Chamorro, that it would support democratic develop- 
ment in the Central American republic. In a talk with 
President Richard von Weizsaecker, Mrs Chamorro 
reported on the efforts to reduce the large army of the 
preceding government and to ensure national reconcili- 
ation. [passage omitted] 


In a speech to the German Association of Industry and 
Trade (DIHT), Mrs Chamorro drew up a peace balance. 
Thus 20,000 members of the former anti-Sandinista 
resistance (‘Contras’) have laid down their arms. The 
army has been reduced by a third and the military budget 
reduced by 50 percent. The publisher of the newspaper 
LA PRENSA, who took over the office of president in 
April 1990, stressed in her speech the readiness of her 
government to ease conditions for foreign investments. 


Nicaragua's minister of economy and development, 
Silvio de Franco Montalvan, spoke of the abolition of 
price controls and the export monopoly. Nevertheless, 
the present monthly inflation rate of $0 percent is one of 
the government's biggest worries. 


“We want to privatize everything,” Mrs Chamorro said 
in an interview with DPA. “We have 430 enterprises 
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which we want to privatize.” Several laws have already 
been put before parliament. The president will continue 
her visit to the FRG on Wednesday with talks with FRG 
Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher and leading 
politicians of the government and parliament. 


Latvia's Godmanis Meets With FDP’s Lambsdorff 


LD1602184491 Hamburg DPA in German 1517 GMT 
16 Feb 91 


{Excerpts} Bonn (DPA)}—From April the Latvian State 
Bank will be able to issue securities on Hermes [German 
export] guarantees independently of the Soviet State 
Bank. Latvian Prime Minister Ivars Godmanis 
announced that in talks in Hannover with party leader 
Otto Graf Lambsdorff, according to the FDP [Free 
Democratic Party] today. Thus an important prerequi- 
site for more intensive and direct economic and trade 
relations between Latvia and the Federal Republic will 
be created, Godmanis said according to the announce- 
ment. He asked for an examination of whether it would 
be possible to help obtain used agricultural machinery, 
as Latvia's agricultural problems could not least be 
blamed on out-of-date machinery. [passage omitted] 


Soviet Withdrawal ‘Slower Than Expected’ 


AU1902154791 Hamburg DIE WELT in German 
13 Feb 91 p8 


[“D.G./hrk.” report: “Schwerin: Soviet Withdrawal 
Slower Than Expected™] 


[Excerpts] Schwerin/Berlin—The withdrawal of Soviet 
troops, which has been agreed on in a treaty between 
Bonn and Moscow, is starting more slowly than expected 
in Mecklenburg-Hither Pomerania, it was pointed out by 
Hans-Joachim Kahlendrusch, parliamentary state secre- 
tary in the minister president's office. At the order of the 
head of government, the Christian Democratic Union 
politician is heading the newly formed German-Soviet 
“Troop Withdrawal” working group. Kahlendrusch said 
that about 40,000 soldiers of the Soviet Army are sta- 
tioned in Mecklenburg-Hither Pomerania, to whom a 
major number of civilian employees have to be added. 
The Soviet Army is operating 127 military facilities 
there. 

According to the state secretary, the troop withdrawal 
will have a moderate scope this year. Kahlendrusch said 
that nine units with about 1,100 soldiers and 600 civil- 
ians from the Ribnitz-Damgarten area are expected to 
return to the Soviet Union. The ship transports of 
soldiers—also from the other new laender—go via Ros- 
tock and the ferry port of Mukran on Ruegen Island to 
Leningrad. However, it has been said that in Leningrad 
there is no appropriate unloading equipment for the 
modern roll-on/roll-off train ferries, which transport 
mainly tanks. [passage omitted] 


In contrast to Mecklenburg-Hither Pomerania, one hears 
from Brandenburg that the Soviet withdrawal is “going 
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that way, about 1,200 square km of ground have been 
se: red since 1945. The ammunition depots alone contain 
atout 300,000 tonnes of grenades and projecti 
“Kalashnikov” magazines to high-tech missile 
launchers. 


Withdrawal Arrangements Explained 
LD1902175991 Hamburg DPA in German 1618 GMT 
19 Feb 91 


[Text] Potsdam (DPA)}—The Soviet forces in eastern 
Germany should leave the land capitals first. So said the 


ingen—were to be withdrawn in 1991. 


Requests for Asylum by Soviet Soldiers Reported 
AU1802133191 Hamburg DIE WELT in German 
18 Feb 91 p 10 


[“M. Sch.” report: “500 Requests for Asylum by Soviets 
in Germany?) 


[Text] Bonn—Yesterday an Interior Ministry spokes- 
man commented with restraint on reports that about 500 
soldiers and civilian employees of the Western Group of 
Soviet Forces, which is stationed in the former GDR, 
and their relatives have requested political asylum in the 
FRG. The federal office responsible for the recognition 
of foreign refugees has so far registered 120 such cases, it 
is said. However, that number refers exclusively io 
soldiers, not to civilians. 

The ministry confirmed that the Soviets are generally 
included in the usual asylum procedures. However, no 
generally valid information can be given concerning 
their chances for being recognized as refugees, since 
those are decisions that are made in individual cases. 
Over the weekend [16-17 February], Major General 
Aleksey Koslov, chief of the Military Administration of 
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tion of the procedures in any case. It was confirmed 
that there have been talks with the Soviet side, which 
also dealt with the problems of asylum seekers. However, 
no information can be given on the contents of the talks. 


Soviet Soldiers Apply for Political Asylum 
LD1902123391 Hamburg DPA in German 1214 GMT 
19 Feb 91 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)—In the iast six months, 12! soldiers 
from the Soviet forces stationed in eastern Germany 
have applied for political asylum in the Federal 
Republic. A spokesman for the Federal interior Ministry 
said in Bonn today that the figures show “no dramatic 
development.” [passage omitted] So far no decision has 
been made in any of the cases. 


SPD Deputy Urges Unified Arms Export Laws 
AU 1902144391 Hamburg DIE WELT in German 
13 Feb 9i pill 


[“M.Sch.” report: “SPD: Unified Export Regulations for 
Weapons Products} 


[Text] Bonn—All national export regulations for 
weapons pi coducts—including the ones recently 
announced by FRG Economics Minister Moellemann— 
have the defect that they can be circumvented at an 
international level. That view is advocated by Dicter 
Schinzel, European Parliament deputy of the Social 
Democratic Party of Germany [SPD] and Middle East 
expert. Therefore, unified regulations within the frame- 
work of the West European Union stating that exports 
are permitted only to NATO countries, that such exports 
are linked to an end-user commitment, and that sanc- 
tions will be imposed if the regulations are violated are 
urgently necessary. Schinzel called such measures the 
“minimum” that must be achieved in order to prevent 
the arming of countries such as Iraq in the future. 


One need not have any illusions about the United States 
allowing itself to be included in such a regulation, 
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Schinzel admitted. In Europe, too, the need for a restric- 
tive export policy has not yet been discussed sufficiently. 
So far, no nation has signaled its readiness to transfer 
control rights to the EC. That also relativizes the com- 
mitment accepted by the EC to observe the UN embargo. 


According to Schinzel, the SPD deputies in the European 
Parliament are working on making their colleagues in the 
parliamentary group sensitive to that topic. In addition, 
it is Necessary to point out the problems to the public. In 
the FRG that is being done—in France it is being done 
only in part. In other countries the discussion limits itself 
to leveling accusations at Germany. 


Bonn Approves MBB Arms Deal With India 


AU 1802141591 Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
18 Feb 91 pp 114-116 


[Unattributed report: “Tank Piercers for Kashmir™] 


[Text] The managers of the Messerschmitt- 
Boclkow-Blohm (MBB) erms company in Ottobrunn 
were angry. The FRG Government threatened to ruin 
their business with Iadia, the world’s largest arms 
importer. 


A lot of money and big follow-up deals were at stake. The 
French company Euromissile (MBB share: 50 percent) 
had concluded a contract with the Defense Ministry in 
New Delhi about the licensed production of 12,000 
Milan antitank missiles. 


However, since the spring of 1990 in Kashmir, the 
eee eee 

two countnes have been 
engaged in fighting almost every day, the matter has 
Sonate too bast Sor the Henn apeenmmeat. The Foreign 
Ministry stopped the project. Approval was refused for 
the time being. 


However, a giant like MBB (turnover: 6.3 billion 
German marks [DM]; 22,000 employees) does not give 
up that quickly. Last month five applications from the 
Daimler-Benz subsidiary MBB to continue the missile 
project with India were queuing up in Bonn. Bonn 
approved the delivery to the crisis region—and that at a 
memorable moment: The war in the Gulf was just one 
week old. 


Even though India put its troops in Kashmir on red alert 
in January, Bonn suddenly claimed to have received 
clues of “an casing of tensions.” After consultations 
between the Economics Ministry and the Foreign Min- 
istry, MBB received the permit to continue the arms 
deals, which had been agreed on in 1981. 


Obviously, those in power did not feel really good about 
the matter. The permit coyly kept quiet about the most 
important MBB delivery—the export of warheads for the 
Missile d‘Ifanterie Leger Antichar—acronym: Milan. 


That piece of military equipment has long been an 


export hit: it has been sold more than 200,000 times all 
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Se ee ne a ee 


In particular on the roundabout route via private or state 

partners in Europe, the Germans continue to do good 

perme es apn Aadhemwey Aig ag a eg gin 
not just Kohl's government that is to blame for that. 


As carly as in December 197! then Defense Minister 
Helmut Schmidt (Social Democratic Party of Germany) 
agreed on the following in a contract on weapons coop- 
eration with France: 

“Neither of the two governments will prevent the other 
from exporting or having exported war weapons or other 
armament materiel, which is the result of joint develop- 
ment or production.” 


Shortly afterwards MBB, together with the French Acro- 
spatiale company, founded the Euromissile company, 
which is particularly useful for sensitive projects. Since 
its founding that company has equipped despots like 
Saddam Husayn with about 10,000 Hot and Milan 
antitank weapons and has also delivered |,050 Roland 
anti-aircraft missiles. 


According to an Economics Ministry expert report from 
the end of January, the exports always were a “French 
responsibility.” However, even the experts in the gov- 
ernment are aware of the fact that Bonn cannot absolve 
itself from all responsibility with such statements. 


The confidential Economics Ministry reports says that 
“the government has more far-reaching possibilities 
(halting subcontractor deliveries) toward the outside— 
toward partner countnies—than it wants to realize inter- 
nally, in its policy of granting permits (only consulta- 
tions).” 


Bonn’'s zigzag course—here tough laws, there condoning 
deals with a wink of the eye—leads to confusion at home 
and abroad. In particular over the past weeks Germany's 
weapons export policy has seemed to be particularly 
contradictory. 


About 40 countries are on a so-~<alled list of H-countries, 
[“H™ not expanded] not announced by the FRG Gov- 
ernment on 12 December 1990. Those countries need 
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for violating the ermbargo against Iraq, receives hundreds 
of millions of marks from Bonn; the same goes for Syria, 
the traditional refuge of terrorists. 


until recently. 


mies in Tehran in their reconstruction work. A Hermes 
limit for guaranteeing export loans at a value of DM300 
millon has already been set. 


Bonn's export policy is now facing the acid test. In the 
1970's, the Siemens subsidiary Kraftwerk-Union (KWU) 
started with the construction of two reactors with a total 
of 2,600 megawatts in Bushihr in the Iranian desert. In 
1979 the work was suspended, but the Iranians had 
previously paid $4 billion for work already done. 


co parents wore dolivered—ahout 10,000 wanes of 


At the urging of the Iranians, Siemens recently started an 
inquiry in the ministnes about whether an export permit 
could now be received. The FRG Government refused at 
first, but the Mullahs have already threatened Bonn with 
consequences in trade. This week a government delega- 
tion from Iran is expected to come to Bonn—the chances 
for continuing the construction of the nuclear reactors 
are not so bad. 
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NVA Military Materiel To Be Destroyed 
AU1902144691 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 13 Feb 91 p 16 


[“K.B.” report: “300,000 Tonnes of Ammunition To Be 
Destroyed Despite Gulf Warꝰ] 


[Excerpts] Bonn, 12 February—A total of 300,000 
tonnes of ammunition of the former Nationa! People's 
Army [NVA] must be destroyed. In Bonn « was dis- 
cussed whether the ammunition that 1s stored in the new 
laender could be used by the Allied troops in the Gulf. 
Hermann-Otio Solms, chairman of the Free Democratic 
Party of Germany [FDP] Group in the Bundestag, pub- 
licly requested an investigation to see whether at least 
part of the ammunition could be used there. The FRG 
Defense Ministry reports in this respect that, first, the 
possibility of using the ammunition is not being cxam- 
ined and, second, the ammunition could not be used, 
anyway The Defense Ministry points out that the lefi- 
over ammunition, which was destined for the Soviet 
weapons system, does not fit the weapons system of the 
Allied units in the Gulf. Even in cases where the caliber 
of the ammunition is the same, the ammunition could 
not be used. [passage omitted] 


Including the stocks of the NVA, the Bundeswehr must 
scrap 2,967 tanks, 6,152 armored vehicles, and 1,939 
artillery cannons. 

In addition, time limits have been set to scrap the 
military equipment. The disposal of the ammunition will 
take years; however, for security reasons and because of 
the costs for storage and guarding, it is to be carried out 
as quickly as possible. At the moment, the capacity for 
destroying Bundeswehr ammunition 1s only about | ,000 
to 2,000 per day. Instead of the usual burning, extensive 
facilities with new large-scale technical processes must 
be developed for the large amounts from the former 
GDR. The Defense Ministry points out the great variety 
of ammunition—from ammunition for guns and hand 
grenades to heavy projectiles and missiles—for which 
special processes and facilities are necessary. There are 
difficulties regarding the scrapping of tanks because of 
the special steels, which are still covered with asbestos in 
the case of the Soviet T-72 tank. By spring an overall 
concept and an organization model for disassembly and 
scrapping are to be worked out. 


The Defense Ministry expects industry to achieve as high 
a recycling degree as possible in order to keep costs— 
and, consequently, subsid*es—tow. [passage omitted] 

Answering a parliamentary inquiry concerning the sus- 
picion that Soviet Army stocks also have to be climi- 
nated in addition to the stocks of NVA ammunition, the 
FRG Government states that the foreign armed forces 
are responsible for leaving the premises in a tidy state. So 
far, no reliable information has been obtained con- 
cerning military waste left by the Soviet troops on their 
premises. There are internal fears that, if withdrawing 
Soviet troops do not take their ammunition with them, it 
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mignt mean military waste amounting to 700,000 tonnes 
or more. The military leadership in Moscow not only 
supplied the troops stationed in the former GDR with 
ammunition, but also established gigantic depots for 
followup units in case of an emergency. 


Weizsaecker Interviewed About Seoul Visit 


SK 1702045991 Seoul HANGUK ILBO in Korean 
13 Feb 91 p5 


[Interview w.th President Richard von Weizsacker by Yi 
Pyong-il, deputy director of the Editorial Department, in 
Bonn on 31 January] 

[Text] German President Richard von Weizsacker said: 
“I hope that the reunification of Kores, which has been 
suffering the pain of division, will be naturally achieved 
like that of Germany.” 

In an interview at the Presidential Residence in Bonn on 
31 January, President Weizsacker, who will pay a four- 
day visit to Korea for the first time as the head of a new 
Germany, said: “I will discuss many things concerning 
the reunification of Korea during my visit to Seoul. 
What we should pay attention to 1s that the international 


President Weizsacker emphasized: “The unification of 
Germany can hardly be viewed as a mere integration of 
divided East and West Germany.” He explained that the 
unification of Germany, which was in keeping with the 
tenor of pan-European integration, should be grasped in 
the context of the unification of Europe. 


He never failed to add that the unification of Germany 
was benefited by Soviet President Gorbachev's pere- 
stroyka, which broke the Brezhnev doctrine that had 
bound Eastern Europe as one. 


He further said: “In my personal opinion, i will take a 
considerably long time to narrow the gap im the stan- 
dards of living in eastern and western Germany. | am 
convinced that the center of Europe will be ¢ “ed onto 
the five new German laender, once the are. £ East 
Ger: aany, over the next 20 years. Korea ts advised to pay 
deep attention to the area of old East Germany, which 
has been opened as a new free economic market.” 


That is interpreted as saying that Korean products are 
good enough to draw the interest of eastern German 
residents and the present is a very opportune time for 
Korea’s advance into Eastern Europe. 


His visit to Korea will be made upon the invitation of 
President No Tae-u who visited Germany last year. 
Having visited Korea on three occasions in the past, he 
will visit Korea this time as German president and is 
regarded as a “president who understands Korea.” 

As explained by him, his visit to Korea is the second by 
a German president, after former President Lubke's 
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visit, but it is of particular significance in that it is the 
first visit as the president of a 1.cw Germany that has 
— 4 
(Yi Pyong-il) Will you talk about how you feel about 
your visit to Korea? 


(Weizsacker) Korea and Germany have maintained their 
relations for more than a century. Currently, many 
Koreans are living in Germany Relations between the 
two countries are based on bh man relationships. At 
present, exchanges have been vigorously conducted 
between the two countries in the fields of economy, 


War Il, the two countries have 





91GE0139A Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 22 Jan 91 p 13 


[Article by Ke.: “Difficult Privatization of East German 
Agriculture: Lack of Equal Opportunity for Private 
Farmers, Severe Criticism From Association of German 
Farmers”) 

[Text] Currently, no greater difficulties exist anywhere 
with regard to the development of private structures 


: 
, 
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Irrespective of these numbers, however, it is certain that 
the former management forces in the production coop- 
eratives have, for months, been using all opportunities at 
their disposal to preserve the existing LPG structures. In 


subsidies which were authorized in 1990, of which the 
production cooperatives received DM4,000 per 
employee, despite the fact that they had in the meantime 
reduced a number of their employees by half or more, 
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The Agros AG Joint Stock Company at Zittau, which 
came into being as a result of the amalgamation of four 
cooperatives, is an exceptional phenomenon in eastern 
German agriculture, not only because of its structure and 
its property situation. “Yith the support of western 
German advisers, a correct iorm of valuation and distr- 
bution of property was undertaken here. The key at 
Zittau to the distr/bution of share. us the new valuation 
of DM6,500 per hectare of land, which has been calcu- 
lated at an interest rate of 4 percent uver the last 30 
years, the similarly calculated (4 percent) inventory 
contribution of the landowners, and the net product 
value produced. Thus, the 430 landowners among the 
1,200 members of the former co~peratives own 68 
percent of the capital share. Most eastern German enter- 
prises, in contrast, are attempting to push the influence 
of their landowners still further into the background 
through deliberately low valuations of land and inven- 
tory. The very decision to give preference to a “regis- 
tered cooperative” in the transformation of existing 
production cooperatives over a capital company is 
always detrimental to the landowners among the mem- 
bers, as has also been determined at Zittau. If a land- 
owner wishes to part with the enterprise, he only gets 
back his deposit. The property increase which became 
possible as a result of his land and inventory deposit is 
lost to the departing farmer in the form of hidden or 
undisclosed reserves. 


The Association of German Farmers, which, according 
to Winzer, has now registered approximately 30,000 
members, is particularly angry over the fact that the 
former enterprise managers, who had previously been 
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installed by the state, are being supported by the western 
German side in their course of action, with which they 
are primarily interested in safeguarding their own posi- 
tions. ““What happened to the declaration made by the 
[west] German Farmers Association [Deutscher Bauern- 
verband] favoring the family farm enterprise, if that 
organization simultaneously declares its intention of 
integrating the eastern German farmers’ association, in 
which the old production cooperatives have mostly 
organized anew, as well as the successor organization of 
the Association for Mutual Farm Assistance (VdgB)?” 
asks the president of the Association of German 
Farmers. A few days ago, Winzer had already criticized 
the German Farmers Association for obviously having in 
mind only the enormous amount of property at the 
disposal of the VdgB. “Why is the stil! valid old LPG law 
not being rescinded?” is a question repeatedly asked in 
eastern German agriculture. That is the only way in 
which every farmer can make truly free decisions as to 
whether he wishes to become independent again or 
whether he wishes to cooperate in a new private form of 
enterprise with other farmers. The opportunity to make 
free decisions will be further restricted if the state 
acquiesces in the demands of the production coopera- 
tives that their approximately DM 12 billion old debts be 
substantially forgiven, thus still further strengthening 
their position. The hypocritical talk to the effect that 
breaking up the cooperatives would also lead to a splin- 
tering of agriculture in this area is not true. For one 
thing, the traditional size of enterprise structures in 
eastern Germany is different from those in the west and, 
for another, many farmers there would much rather rent 
their tracts today to independent enterprises than to 
leave them as part of the cooperatives. 
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Reportage on Reaction to Soviet Peace Proposal 


Dumas Urges ‘Unequivocal’ Reply 
AU1902204391 Paris AFP in English 2030 GMT 
19 Feb 91 


[Text] Paris, Feb 19 (AFP) — The Soviet peace plan 
requires “an immediate and unequivocal” response 
from Iraqi President Saddam Husayn, Foreign Minister 
Roland Dumas said Tuesday [19 Feb]. 


He also said President Francois Mitterrand would be 
speaking in the coming hours with the principal leaders 
of the U.S.-led allied coalition and with Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 


But Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev's peace plan — 
the details of which have not been made public — 
“needs a response from the Iraqi president that must be 
immediate, unequivocal and especially strictly in line 
with United Nations Security Council resolutions.” 


Both Washington and London have rejected the peace 
plan. 


Sources at Mr. Mitterrand’s office here said the French 
president would be speaking with U.S. President George 
Bush and British Prime Minister John Major between 
9:00 and 10:00 p.m. (2000 and 2100 GMT) Tuesday. 


Before giving his statement, Mr. Dumas said it would 
“give an idea of the official French position after Mr. 
Gorbachev's proposals on the Gulf war.” 


The foreign minister also said the Soviet Embassy here 
had transmitted a letter on Monday from Mr. Gorbachev 
to Mr. Mitterrand outlining the Soviet leader's proposals 
concerning the Gulf war. 


“At Mr. Gorbachev's request, this message has not been 
disclosed,” he said 


Mitterrand Calis Bush, Major 


AU1902222591 Paris AFP in English 2144 GMT 
19 Feb 91 


[Text] Paris, Feb 19 (AFP) — French President Francois 
Mitterrand had “two long telephone conversations” with 
U.S. President George Bush and British Prime Minister 
John Major, it was announced here. 


French presidential spokesman Hubert Vedrine did not 
provide details of the talks. 


French Foreign Minister Roland Dumas had said here 
Tuesday [19 Feb] that the Soviet peace plan for Iraq to 
withdraw from Kuwait requires “an immediate and 
unequivocal” response from Iraqi President Saddam 
Husayn. 


He also said President Francois Mitterrand would be 
speaking in the coming hours with the principal leaders 
of the U.S.-led allied coalition fighting Iraq and with 
Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev. 
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‘Immediate’ Iraqi Reply Wanted 
LD1902215491 Paris Domestic Service in French 
2130 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] The French stand was expressed this evening by 
Roland Dumas. The foreign affairs minister stated that 
Mikhail Gorbachev's peace plan was conveyed as early 
as yesterday evening to Francois Mitterrand but that at 
the Russians’ request the messige would not be made 
public just yet. As you will t< able to hear, Roland 
Dumas adds that France is awaiting in the coming hours 
an unequivocal answer from the Iraqis: 


[Begin Dumas recording] The Russians’ initiative 
involves an answer from the Iraqi president, an answer 
which, in our view, should be immediate, unequivocal, 
and strictly in accordance with the UN resolutions. 
Regarding this message, the president of the Republic 
will discuss things in the -oming hours with the main 
leaders of the coalition countries. [end recording] 


‘Tangible’ Withdrawal Needed 


LD1902163591 Paris Domestic Service in French 
1200 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] The French position following the latest diplo- 
matic developments was given this morning by Minister 
of State for Defense Gerard Renon. Gerard Renon stated 
that Saddam Husayn had to give, I quote, tangible, 
visible, and credible signs of a withdrawal from 
Kuwait—these are the three adjectives he used: tangible, 
visible, and credible—and that France had never had 
any objectives as far as Saddam Husayn himself was 
concerned. In the meantime, Gerard Renon pointed out, 
as long as we are not convinced about an Iraqi with- 
drawal from Kuwait, the military will continue its work. 


Reply Needed in ‘Few Hours’ 


AU2002125391 Paris AFP in English 1241 GMT 
20 Feb 91 


[Text] Paris, Feb 20 (AFP)—Iraqi President Saddam 
Husayn must announce his intentions on evacuating 
Kuwait “within the next few hours”, French Foreign 
Minister Roland Dumas said here Wednesday noon. His 
statement came as Iraq was still to announce its response 
to Soviet “resident Mikhail Gorbachev's peace initiative 
in the Gulf war. 


Government Spokesman Louis Le Pensec said that Mr. 
Dumas had told a French cabinet meeting that the Iraqi 
position must be expressed “clearly” and “without any 
further delay”. The spokesman expressed the govern- 
ment’s “conviction” that “the next few hours will be 
decisive”. 

The foreign minister has also dropped plans for a visit to 
Poland on Thursday “due to circumstances”, an official 
source said. 


In commenting on the Soviet peace plan for the Gulf, 
Mr. Dumas told the weekly Cabinet meeting that “the 
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imminence of a land offensive has stimulated diplomatic 
activity but now, more than ever, the final decision is up 
to Saddam Husayn, who must clearly choose, without 
further delay, between evacuation of Kuwait and contin- 
uation of the war.” 


He added that “in stressing that the Iraqi president must 
state his intentions in the next few hours, France has 
shown that it remains attached to a peaceful solution of 
the crisis”. Such a solution “cannot ignore the principles 
laid down by ihe United Nations Security Council” in a 
series of resolutions concerning the Gulf crisis, he said. 
Meanwhile, in commenting on the Soviet peace initia- 
tive, French Foreign Ministry Spokesman Daniel Ber- 
nard implicitly rejected the suggestion of a difference 
between Paris and Washington, saying that “each partic- 
ipant has its own way of expressing itself on the subject, 
but it would be rash to draw the conclusion that there are 
divergences”. 


Thousands Protest Gulf War in Paris March 


AU1902190491 Paris AFP in English 1848 GMT 
19 Feb 91 


[Text] Paris, Feb 19 (AFP) — Several thousand pacifist 
demonstrators, chanting “ceasefire” marched through 
Paris Tuesday [19 February] dernanding an end to the 
Gulf war. 


Authorities banned the protesters from marching on the 
Elysee palace, the official residence of President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand, but organisers said police “tolerated” 
their march from Republique Square to Nation in 
eastern central Paris. 


The marchers chanted “ceasefire”, “negotiations” and 
J troops out of Kuwait, foreign troops out of the 
Gulf”. 


The demonstration had the support of the French Com- 
munist Party, which is opposed to the war, and the 
Communist-led CGT trade union (General Confedera- 
tion of Labour). 


Iranian Foreign Minister Due To Arrive 20 Feb 


LD1902153791 Tehran IRNA in English 1505 GMT 
19 Feb 91 


[Text] Paris, Feb. 19, IRNA—Iran’s Foreign Minister 
‘Ali Akbar Velayati is to arrive here Wednesday for talks 
with his French counterpart Roland Dumas, and pos- 
sibly with President Francois Mitteran4. 


A French Foreign Ministry spokesman said here today 
that French officials look forward to hearing Iran's 
outlooks in relation with efforts to end the Persian Gulf 
war. He underlined Iran's “pivotal role” in the region. 


He said if Iraq should happen to pull out unconditionally 
from Kuwait then France will stop its military opera- 
tions and very probably other partners to the military 
alliance against Iraq would do the same. 
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Sources in Paris say in the event of Iraq's withdrawal 
from Kuwait the United States would not be able to 
continue the war for destroying the remaining capacity 
of Iraq unaided by the rest of its partners to the conflict. 


Velayati is currently visiting the German capital. 


Turkish Official: Postwar Preparations Too Slow 


AU1602164891 Paris AFP in English 1549 GMT 
16 Feb 91 


[Text] Paris, Feb 16 (AFP) — Turkish Minister of State 
Kamran Inan said on Saturday [16 February] that prep- 
arations for a post-war order in the Middle East were 
lagging, and expressed skepticism over prospects for 
success of an international peace conference to settle the 
region's problems. 


He told AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE that “preparation 
for the post-war order has been insufficient. It has not 
moved ahead quickly enough, and it is not concerted as 
it should be.” This has resulted in “a large degree of 
confusion” due to the different peace proposals coming 
from the various allied capitals. 


Mr. Inan said he doubted the effectiveness of an “inter- 
national conference dealing with all of the problems of 
the region, similar to the Helsinki process, which would 
last for decades.” 


“In too large a framework, a durable and acceptable 
solution will never be reached,” Mr. Inan said, and 
called for the establishment of a “working group” 
bringing together a limited number of countries directly 
involved in the area's problems. 


He said that the first condition of a new regional order 
would be “a change in regime in Baghdad ... The Iraqi 
penple have suffered too much. Their voice must finally 
be heard.” 


“Democracy is the best guarantee of peace,” he added. 


Rocard: Deteriorating Ties With Arabs Painful 


PM2002143491 Paris LE MONDE in French 
16 Feb 91 p 5 


[Daniel Schneidermann report: “The Prime Minister 
Says the Growing Mistrust Between France and the Arab 
World Gives Him ‘Great Pain’”] 


[Excerpt] Riyadh—All in all, it was a successful mission. 
However, it was delicate: The prime minister's aim was 
to show the couniry the importance he attaches to the 
war while justifying the fact that he did not visit Saudi 
Arabia earlier. He was asked this question. Mr. Rocard 
replied that “in a smooth-running democracy, everybody 
does his job” and that his was precisely to do the 
housekeeping: “Our country must continue to function 
and ordinary matters must be handled.” 


In the score of the French position composed by the head 
of state alone, he had to find his own tempo. Mr. Rocard 
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strove to do so, drawing unreservedly from his own 
biography. “My destiny,” he recalled during the press 
conference which followed his visit, “is that of an 
adolescent who entered politics because he thought that 
his country was undermining the Arab world’s dignity. I 
then sided with the Algerian people struggling for their 
independence.” 

Given that commitment, the former national secretary 
of the Unified Socialist Party said he feels “great pain” 
over the fact that “this war might bring about growing 
distrust” between France and the Arab world, and he 
repeated that “of the 29 coalition nations, 9 are Arab.” 
Questioned more generally on the new forms which 
France’s Arab policy should take after the war, he 
reaffirmed that “the Arab world has not found the means 
of its economic development any more than Africa has,” 
and he said: “We know that development requires 
democracy, freedom of information, and pluralism.” 
These were rather surprising words to hear in the Saudi 
capital, but that was not the only paradoxical aspect of 
the situation. 


Questioned on the postwar period, Mr. Rocard remained 
cautious, notably on ways of achieving an Israeli- 
Palestinian settlement and on the PLO’s representative 
nature, recently questioned by Pierre Mauroy. “You 
can’t create the interlocutor on the other side that you 
would choose,” he said, immediately qualifying this: 
“Nobody can yet say how the PLO's present choice will 
alter the diplomatic game after the war.” “This war,” he 
concluded, “is a war for the dignity of the Arab world 
and to give it chances of finding its development other 
than by strengthening military machines.” With regard 
to the bombing of the Baghdad “bomb shelter,” Mr. 
Rocard said that this building, “about which we knew 
little other than what the television pictures showed,” 
was “surrounded by big fences,” through which you 
passed by “three armored gates” and which had “more 
than 3 meters of concrete on the top.” “As a result,” he 
added, “anybody could make a mistake, but let us not 
forget that Saddam Husayn has clearly stated that his 
policy was to place Iraqi civilians in military targets or 
alongside them and that he even has weapons in the 
mosques.” 


Asking his audience to forgive his “inadequate know!l- 
edge of the science of meteorology,” Mr. Rocard refused 
to confirm the statements by the head of state who said 
that the land offensive would be launched by the end of 
the month, at the latest. [passage omitted] 
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Ariane Launch Postponed for Technical Reasons 


AU190215539! Paris AFP in English 1515 GMT 
19 Feb 91 


[Text] Paris, Feb 19 (AFP) — The launch of the 42nd 
Ariane European rocket was Tuesday [19 February] 
postponed for “one to two weeks” due to technical 


problems, Arianespace announced here. 


Neither the rocket nor the two satellites it is to carry are 
at fault, but “a few checks” need to be carried out 
following bench tests of an Ariane 44LP third stage 
motor identical to that in the rocket, the company said. 


The two satellites to be put into geostationary orbit are 
the Astra-1B for the Luxembourg-based SES European 
satellite company and the European Space Agency's 
MOP-2, on behalf of the European meteorology by 
satellite group EUMETSAT. 


Seminar on Bilateral Relations With Vietnam Held 


BK1902155191 Hanoi VNA in English 1452 GMT 
19 Feb 91 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Feb. 19—A seminar on the “New 
France-Vietnam Relations” was held in Paris on Feb. 
16-17 by the France-Vietnam Friendship Association. 


Among the nearly 200 participants in the seminar were 
Claude Cheysson, ex-minister for external relations, 
Jacques Bruhnes, president of the France-Vietnam 
Friendship Group at the French National Assembly, and 
Charles Fourniaux, secretary-general of the France- 
Vietnam Friendship Association (FVFA). 


The participants reviewed the development of relations 
between the two countries in many fields—economic, 
scientific, technical, medical, cultural and educational— 
over the past years and initiated concrete orientations 
and measures for the promotion of those relations in the 
time to come. 


Reports and addresses made at the seminar stressed the 
significance of bilateral cooperation between Fance and 
Vietnam in the present new based on mutual 
benefits. The seminar called on all members of the 
friendship association and other French friends of 
Vietnam to make active contributions to the promotion 
of France-Vietnam relations. 
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Cabinet Supports Gorbachev Proposal for Peace 
AU2002131791 Rome ANSA in English 1241 GMT 
20 Feb 91 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome, February 20—The Gorbachev 
plan for Gulf peace, which indicates a 24 hour deadline 
between ceasefire and the start of withdrawal, and gives 
safeguards for retreating Iraqi troops, has received the 
backing of the Italian cabinet. [sentence as received] 


In a press conference held here Wednesday morning 
after a cabinet meeting, cabinet secretary Nino Cristofori 
gave details of the plan, a last-ditch attempt by Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev to bring peace to the Gulf 
and avert a ground offensive. 


“This initiative, like the Unitec Nations resolution, 
foresees a concrete [word indistinct], which must be 
precisely fixed, for the period in which the withdrawal 
must take place,” Cristofori said. “In particular, it indi- 
cates that the withdrawal of (Iraqi President) Saddam 
Husayn’s troops should begin the day after that of a 
ceasefire. This plan also lays down safeguards for the 
troops withdrawing to Iraq,” he added. 


During their study of the Gorbachev plan, cabinet min- 
isters heard Premier Giulio Andreotti confirm that the 
plan is “perfectly in line with the UN resolution calling 
for a withdrawal of Iraqi troops from Kuwait.” 


“The Italian Government agrees with this coinciding of 
Gorbachev's proposals and the UN resolution,” a posi- 
tion “confirmed during the cabinet meeting,” Cristofori 
said. 

The cabinet secretary was quizzed on apparent dispari- 
ties between anti-Iraq coalition members (?0n) the Gor- 
bachev plan. France, Britain, and the United States have 
distanced themselves from the proposals. 


“I do not think we can talk in terms of (the allies being 
out of step),” he said. “It depends on the way the Soviet 


proposal is read.... 


But, in this context, there is no [words indistinct] (?polit- 
ical) commitments adopted by the United States and the 
other countries over the UN resolutions.” 


Lebanese Foreign Minister Concludes Talks 19 Feb 


NC1902115191 Beirut Domestic Service in Arabic 
0900 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] Foreign Minister Faris Buwayz concludes his talks 
with Italian officials by meeting with Italian Prime 
Minister Giulio Andreotti at 1700 today. During a 
dinner banquet in honor of Minister Buwayz yesterday, 
Italian Foreign Minister Gianni de Michelis said the 
meeting with the Lebanese foreign minister is an indi- 
cator of the positive political situation in Lebanon, 
thanks to the gradual implementation of the al-Ta‘if 
agreement, which was supported by Italy. 
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He said a positive situation will prevail in the Middle 
East in the near future, helping Lebanon to implement 
the remaining clauses of the al-Ta'if agreement and settle 
its relations with the surrounding states. The Italian 
minister underscored continued economic assistance to 
Lebanon to help reconstruct the country. 

For his part, Minister Buwayz stressed the importance of 
implementing international resolutions on Lebanon, 
Israel's withdrawal from the south, and the implementa- 
tion of Resolution 425. These demands, he said, were 
given prominence in his talks with his Italian counter- 
part. Minister Buwayz said the main guidelines of Italy's 
assistance for Lebanon were discussed during the talks, 
and that visits by technical teams in the two countries 
will be exchanged. 


Albanians Rescued From Sea; 35 Seek Asylum 


AU1602181391 Rome ANSA in English 1025 GMT 
16 Feb 91 


[Text] (ANSA) Brindisi, Italy, Feb 16 — Twenty-two 
Albanians were winched aboard Italian Air Force heli- 
copters from the southern Adriatic Friday [15 February] 
after their trawler sank in heavy seas as another fishing 
boat carrying 16 Albanians made it into the Oltranto 
port further south. Thirty-five of them, 20 who were 
rescued and 15 off the boat which made port, requested 
politica! asylum in Italy. 


One of the Albanians taken to hospital here after the 
ordeal at sea reported that the trawler which went down 
four miles off the southern Italian coast left the Valona 
port Thursday and that five of the seven-man crew 
hijacked the craft. 


The air-sea rescue operation, completed in force seven 
seas and high winds, [as received] was directed by the 
Brindisi port authority with the assistance of the tanker 
Valbadia, en route from Algeria with a cargo of butane 


* Finance Minister Interviewed on Taxes 


91ES0406A Rome AVANTI! in Italian 
27-28 Jan 91 p 16 


[Interview with Finance Minister Rino Formica by R.E. 
in Bari; date not given: “Capital Gains: An Act of Fiscal 
Equity”—first three paragraphs are AVANTI! introduc- 
tion} 

[Text] Bari—Finance Minister Rino Formica proclaims 
himself satisfied with the solution adopted by the cabinet 
with respect to profits made in the stock market—the 
so-called capital gains tax. In the wake of the polemics of 
ihe past few months, a third decree-law was introduced 
pursuant to the conclusion of an agreement between the 
forces of the majority and their representatives in Par- 
liament. Formica believes that the right step has finally 
been taken, for otherwise, he maintains, it would be a 
victory for the lobbies over the interests of the State. He 
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asserts that this measure is tolerable with respect to its 
fiscal impact; contains no new requirements for the 
brokers to fulfill: allows taxpayers to choose between 
flat-rate tax and the inclusion of these profits in the 
— if Gein teeta, Danis dates far he 
deduction of any losses; and makes once again subject to 
taxation an area previously exempi. ry ey oe oe 
ered, he says, it is an act of justice and fiscal civility. 


The interview dealt with two aspects of the measure, 
namely the scope of its provisions and the response to 
some of the points raised by the brokers. 


[R.E.] In what way does the tax introduced yesterday 
differ from the tax contained in the previous decree? 


[Formica] The new regulations take account of the 
demands—which had become widespread—that compli- 
ance be made easier for the taxpayers and the brokers, 
and that the opportunity be offered to choose between a 
definitive, flat-rate tax on any capital gain resulting from 
each individual transaction, on the one hand, and an 
analytical tax collected at the time of filing the declara- 
tion of gross income, in which case it would be possible 
to deduct any capital losses. 


[R.E.] How were you able to avoid placing an excessive 
burden of joint responsibility on the brokers and making 
compliance difficult for them? 


[Formica] The only documentation required for the 
flat-rate tax is the record of the transaction drawn up by 
the broker himself. The capital gain is in practice calcu- 
lated by applying to the selling price the percentage of 
variation recorded in the market price over the pre- 
ceding nine months. If the analytical method is chosen, it 
is the taxpayer who makes the declaration and supplies 
the relevant documentation. 


In the case of the flat-rate tax, the broker's role is to 
certify and record the transactions and—functioning 
merely as an agent—ensure payment of the tax. If the tax 
is enclosed with the declaration of gross income, the 
broker merely certifies, registers, and reports the trans- 
actions. 


[R.E.] Has compliance been made more difficult for the 
taxpayer? 


[Formica] No. In the case of the flat-rate tax, the tax- 
payer does not have to retain or submit any documen- 
tation. If the analytical method is chosen, the taxpayer 
must produce the relevant documentation just as in the 
case of the other types of income reported on Form 749. 


[R.E.] Would it not have been simpler—as has been 


suggested—to adopt the Japanese solution of a fixed-rate 
tax based on the selling price? 
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[Formica] Be careful not to confuse different objectives. 
The capital gains tax was introduced not only—and not 
so much—to provide revenue for the Treasury, but 


also—and primanly—to eliminate an area of unjustified 
immunity from taxation. 


These are the reasons why a method was adopied—a 
method that I believe is very simple and precise—to 
establish a tax base which even in the case of a flat-rate 
tax has proved to be sufficiently close to the actual 
capital gain realized. 

[R.E.] Does this tax apply only to profits made in the 
stock market? 


[Formica] No, the tax applies to capital gains realized on 
all stock shares, whether the stock is quoted on the 
exchange or not. What is changed is only the method of 
determining the capital gain on the basis of the variation 
in the nominal GDP rather than the performance of the 
stock market. 


[R.E.] What is the rule for the “control” blocks of stock? 
Is it possible to choose between the flat-rate tax and the 
analytical tax for them as well? 


[Formica] No, in the case of the controlled stock shares 
only the analytical method is allowed, inasmuch as you 
are dealing with capital gains realized on the basis of 
prices that very rarely follow the course of the market, 
precisely because the element of “control” is associated 
with their ownership. 

[R.E.] What will happen in the case of transactions 
concluded in previous months, when the two preceding 
decree-laws were in force? 


[Formica] As always occurs in these cases, the effects of 
the law will be deferred. The sums withheld by the 
brokers must accordingly be paid by next 15 March. 


{R.E.] Will the 500 billion lire in revenue be realized? 


[Formica] The conditions for it are present, but one must 
obviously take into account the future performance of 
the stock market. 


[R.E.] The initial comments on the law indicate that not 
everyone agrees with the options chosen. There are those 
who allege that the understandings reached with the 
majority representatives were disregarded. What were 
these understandings” 


[Formica] These observations, | believe, relate to two 
aspects of the law: the level of the rates, and the min- 
imum 3 percent flat-rate capital gains tax. These two 
decisions are linked, in that by maintaining the min- 
imum of 3 percent for the quarters following the first 
quarter, investors would in fact have been obliged to pay 
the tax even when the price quoted on the exchange 
reflected a drop rather than a rise in the price of a stock. 
It was therefore decided not to impose the minimum tax 
in such cases but to raise the rates respectively to 20 
percent from 15 percent and to 25 percent from 20 
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percent. In this way the system proposed is much less 
disadvantageous for someone who might incur capital 
losses and is therefore much more consistent with the 
objective of taxing capital gains rather than merely 
imposing a tax. 


[R.E.] But isn’t it contradictory, then, to have imposed 
this minimum tax of 3 percent in the first quarter that 
the law is in effect and at a time, moreover, when the 
stock market is in a downturn? 


[Formica] Looking at the question from a technical 
standpoint, it was impossible to use the performance of 
the stock prices in the preceding period—the period that 
preceded the effective date of the law—as a reference 
point, and one had necessarily to rely on the presump- 
tion that brokers (and they are famous for this) are 
disposed to sell—except in special cases—only when a 
profit can be made. 


[R.E.] One of the requests most frequently heard was 
that transactions be kept confidential in cases a 
flat-rate tax is chosen. It seems to me that any criticism 


———— 
cisely this aspect. What can be said in this particular? 


[Formica] Although brokers are required—also in accor- 
dance with the antimoney-laundering regulations—to 
record all transactions which they have brokered, they 
are required to report only those transactions that relate 
to clients who have chosen the option of paying the tax at 
the time of filing their declaration. 


[R.E.] Another criticism regards the incompatibility of 
the technical instrumentation adopted in connection 
with the new system, which on the other hand is viewed 
as positive because it simplified compliance for tax- 
payers and brokers alike. What is your view? 


[Formica] It is difficult to understand what the criticism 
refers to, in that it has not been made explicit. If the 
reference is to the fact that the choice of tax system must 
be made in advance and not at the time of filing the 
deciaration, it could be pointed out that the flat-rate 
option is the only one that allows brokers not to report all 
transactions but only those relating to taxpayers who 
have chosen to pay the tax at the time of filing their 
declaration. 


[R.E.] You said that all stock shares are subject to the 

tax, whether quoted on the exchange or not. Why is the 

— still being described as partial—as not taxing all 
its? 


[Formica] These observations, I believe, were made 
before the final text of the decree was known, which not 
only mandates the taxation of capital gains realized from 
the transfer-—for compensation—of any corporate stock 
shares whether quoted on the exchange or not but aiso 
introduces changes in the existing Consolidation Act 
which eliminate the clause containing the five-year 
restriction on the taxation of “control” biocks of stock. 
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{R.E.] The flat-rate tax is based on the performance of 
the stock market in the months preceding the sale of the 
shares. This factor might induce investors—especially 
during a period between two quarters—to choose the 
most opportune moment to sell. Some say this would be 
a disturbing element in the stock market. Is their argu- 
ment well founded? 


[Formica] The solution adopted is the one that emerged 
from the recent parliamentary political conference, and 
its adoption was inescapable inasmuch as the system 
provided for in the original decree—a system based on 
the actual difference between the buying price and the 
selling price—had to be corrected, for it would have 
placed an excessive bookkeeping burden on the brokers. 


From the standpoint of its substance, therefore, their 
argument is well founded only in part. The fact is that the 
basis for determining capital gains by the flat-rate 
method is the average of the prices recorded over a 
sufficiently congrous period of time and definitely not 
the fluctuations of the market. As a result, the cost 
represented by the tax should exert virtually no influence 
on the choice made of the right time to sell. 


[R.E.] Do you believe this decree can write finis to an 
affair that has evolved almost like a television drama? 


[Formica] I certainly hope so. In Italy there began to be 
talk of a capital gains tax in 1939, in the midst of the war. 
In Europe and the entire Western world this question 
was resolved long ago, but here there has only been a lot 
of talk. We should write finis to this matter to show we 
are in earnest, if for no other reason. 


Ruggiero Views Postwar Reconstruction Challenges 
91P20204A Rome AVANTI! in Italian 10-11 Feb 91 p 4 


[Article by Libero Lizzadri containing interview with 
Minister of Foreign Trade Renato Ruggiero in Rome; 
date not given: “Win the Peace. Future Commitment 
Must Be To Guarantee Reconstruction™] 


[Text] We have posed a series of questions to Renato 
Ruggiero, Minister of Foreign Trade, on the political and 
economic consequences of some of the events of the 
opening of this year, from the war in the Gulf to the new 
situation that is developing in the USSR. 


[Lizzadri] As with all wars, this one in the Gulf will have 
economic consequences. And, as in all wars, these con- 
sequences wili be negative for some countries, positive 
for others. Is it possible to sketch out a forecast picture? 


[Ruggiero] At the moment, it is noi easy to say what the 
economic consequences of the Gulf War will be. Many 
unknowns still remain, such as its length and what effects 
it will have on the flow of petroleum products. Nor can 
we know what kind of situation there will be in the 
region once the war is over. The greatest unknown 
concerns the price of oil. For the time being, the war has 
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not had negative consequences on that problem, either 
for the industrialized world or even for the Third World 
and East European countries that no longer benefit from 
being supplied with Soviet petroleum. But the funda- 
mental problem is that of reconstruction, of sending a 
message not only to the peoples of the countries involved 
in the war but to all the peoples of the Middle East, a 
message of commitment from the Western world for 
political and economic reconstruction of the region. The 
problem, therefore, is that of winning the peace. This war 
has only one justification: that of permitting the achieve- 
ment of security, of a better political, human and eco- 
nomic order. In this sense, our hope is that from this war 
everyone comes out a winner for having known how to 
plan and realize an advantageous model for reconstruc- 
tion. 


{Lizzadri] Is it possible that the United States, which is 
carrying the major burden of the war, not only militarily 
but economically, might present the allies with a bill, 
either directly or indirectly? 


[Ruggiero] It is justifiable that the United States might 
make some requests given the fact that this is a matter of 
collective action under the aegis of the UN to achieve the 
goals of the UN. Therefore, a sharing of the costs of the 
war is necessary among all countries involved in 
responding to Saddam Husayn’s pretensions. 


{Lizzadri] Is there a danger that among the effects of the 
war there might be an upheaval in the world monetary 
exchange system, international monetary agreements, 
etc.? 


[Ruggiero] If the price of oil stays at its present level, no 
such upheaval is in sight. 


{Lizzadri] The EC, the World Bank, the United States, 
and a series of Western countries have begun reprisals 
against the USSR over events in the Baltic. In concrete 
terms, how do these measures influence the policy of 
“assistance” to the USSR? 


[Ruggiero] Certainly we are witnessing a cooling or 
freezing of perestroika. However, I would not speak of 
reprisals. Certainly, at the moment we are asking our- 
selves where current developments in Soviet policy are 
going to wind up. It is clear that we want to send an 
unequivocal signal to Moscow, and that is that we do not 
accept the direction in which things are heading. Precise 
signals must be received in the USSR. But this is not a 
matter of reprisals. 


[Lizzadri] Independent of the Baltic question, it does not 
seem that with the USSR declarations of intent, credit 
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agreements, economic, commercial and scientific collab- 
oration, etc., have had practical, concrete results up to 
now. Why? 


[Ruggiero] Cooperation with the USSR is difficult, not 
only because of the Baltic question. The disorganization 
of the economy and of state structures is a great burden. 
Among other things, it is difficult to understand which 
are the decisionmaking centers. In addition, there is the 
problem of short-term payments. Certainly, the USSR is 
potentially a rich country; it possesses a great quantity of 
raw materials and, thus, is in a position to pay. But at the 
moment, it is undergoing a period of great difficulties 
which render the situation chaotic. The slowdown of 
cooperation is due, therefore, to these matters. Most of 
all, it is difficult to understand who the authorized 
interlocutors are. 


{Lizzadri] The unexpected speed of the fall of the Eastern 
regimes, German unification, the USSR's economic and 
social crisis, the Gulf War, the growing pressure of the 
labor force in the Third World (to which we must now 
add that of the Eastern countries) complicate the tasks of 
the Western world, of Europe, of Italy. Is a correction of 
course now necessary? 


nares SS & See Cannas Gare SES 
the in wall, linked to freedom for the countries of the 
East and evolution in the USSR—give the sensation that 
the world is rediscovering its political and moral unity. 
We are traversing great difficulties—the USSR, the 
Eastern countries, the Gulf War. But I have the impres- 
sion that we are coming to a moment in history reminis- 
cent of 1945, the end of the war. 


That was the era of great initiatives of a global nature to 
rebuild, economically and morally, and those initiatives 
had largely positive consequences. Also, today, it is 
necessary to have a global vision of tasks and objectives. 
Old and new problems are piling on top of each other. 
We already had the question of the Third World, and 
now added to this are the Gulf War, the need to 
restructure the Eastern countries toward markets and 
democracy, and that of keeping the flame of perestroika 
alive in a Soviet Union that must rediscover economic 
strength in a democratic climate. These are immense 
problems that require planetary vision. Regional entities 
are being reinforced—Europe, North America, South- 
east Asia. But none of this should preclude the strength- 
ening of a multilateral structure, of international struc- 
tures. We hope that the USSR will also play a ame 
role in this sense. It is only through the strengthening of 

global, planetary structures that we will be able to 
respond to the demands posed to us by this foreshort- 
ened millennium, and only by moving toward a type of 
world government will we be able to resolve old and new 
problems and assure peaceful and orderly development 


of the human community. 
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Gulf War Stand Called ‘Inconvenient’ Socialists Prefer Cavaco 
91P20207A 


[Editorial Report} Lisbon O JORNAL in Portuguese of | 
February 1991 on page 7 publishes an article by Lurdes 
Feio that “a source close to NATO” as saying that 


to Article 5 of the Treaty of Washington, “Any 
attack against a NATO member country must be viewed as 
ana against all of them,” but the alliance usually opts 
for a consensus. “The decision is not compulsory,” the 
same source said, “but a refusal by any member state can 
be prejudicial in the future.” 


Lurdes Feio commented that the government was actu- 
ally concerned with responding to what it perceived as 
the general feeling of ine Portuguese people for “obvious 
electoral reasons, forgetting the repercussions its posi- 
tion might have within NATO.” 


* Poll Reveals Politicians’ Popularity 
9I/ESO3I9SB Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 22 Jan 91 p 2 


[Text] The Port see Cavaco Silva as having the 
most suitable ile for performing the duties of prime 
minister. That very fact is revealed by a DIARIO DE 
NOTICIAS/Marktest poll conducted as part of the 
barometer regularly published by this newspaper. 


The question put to the universe of respondents described 
in the technical data appearing in a footnote [not included] 
listed a number of public figures—Cavaco Silva, Jorge 
Sampaio, Freitas do Amaral, Alvaro Cunhal, and Her- 
minio Martinho—and the respondents were asked which 
of them “has the most suitable profile for performing the 
duties of prime minister.” From the answers to that 
question, it 1s concluded that 60.5 percent of the Portu- 
wah ay eek eT y 18.1 percent pick Jorge 

Appearing far behind them are Freitas do Ama- 
ral, with 2.9 percent, and Alvaro Cunhal and Herminio 
Martinho, cach of whom was considered by only 1.7 
percent of the Portuguese to have a profile suitable for 
being a prime minister. And 15.1 percent of the individ- 
uals contacted did not know or did not answer. 


























Suitability as Frime Minister 
Name Percent 
Cavaco 60 $ 
Sampaio 8) 
Frevtas 29 
Cunhal 1.7 
Martinho 1.7 
Don't know/No answer 1$.1 








Analysis of the various sectors making up the poll causes 
one group to stand out immediately. We are referring to 
the group of interviewees expressing their voting inten- 
tions—50.7 percent of the Socialists said they preferred 
Cavaco Silva for prime minister, and only 37.3 percent 
“elected” Jorge Sampaio. Oddly, 2.7 percent of the 
Socialist voters said they considered Freitas do Amaral 
to have the necessary qualities for heading a government, 
and |.3 percent even leaned toward Herminio Martinho. 
Among Socialist voters, only Alvaro Cunhal did not 
attract a minimum percentage of supporters: The con- 
sensus in his favor totaled zero percent. 


If we now analyze the breakdown of responses favorable 
to Cavaco Silva, we find that the current prime minister 
is more popular with women than with men (64.3 
percent compared to 56.3 percent, respectively). He 
enjoys More prestige among voters between the ages of 
45 and 64 (62.2 percent) than among those in the 18-44 
age group (57.9 percent) and has more supporters in 
Porto (64.6 percent) than in Lisbon (58.5 percent). And, 
naturally, he has more support among members of the 
party he heads (93.2 percent) than among Socialist 
voters (50.5 percent). 


Sampaio Stronger in Porto Than in Lisbou 


Jorge Sampaio does best among the members of the 
party he heads—37.3 percent of those intending to vote 
for the PS [Socialist Party] feel that he has the most 
suitable profile for performing the duties of prime min- 
ister. Among PSD [Social Democratic Party] voters, only 
1.7 percent regard him as having those characteristics. 
Although he is also mayor of Lisbon, a comparison of the 
responses by residents of Greater Porto and residents of 
Lisbon shows that his image as a prime minister is much 
better in the north at 20.3 percent, compared to 17 
percent in Lisbon. Jorge Sampaio also does not do well 
among women voters. It 1s among the men that his image 
makes its greatest impact (26.8 percent of the men and 
10.3 percent of the women say he has the required 
image). Like Cavaco Silva, the Socialist leader is more 
popular with older voters, being liked by 18.9 percent of 
those in the 45-64 age group and 16.8 percent of those 
between the ages of 18 and 44. 


The other party leaders, whose profiles were also pre- 
sented to the interviewees for their consideration, man- 
aged to attract extremely scant percentages in the various 
sectors of voters. Freitas do Amaral, Alvaro Cunhal, and 
Herminio Martinho are far behind Jorge Sampaio, who 
himself is far behind Cavaco Silva. Let us say that their 
profiles as candidates for prime minister do not meet 
with much response in public opinion, a situation that, 
incidentally, is made emphatically clear in the tables 
illustrating this poil. 
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Suitability of 7 Leaders To Be Prime Minister 
percentages) 

Voter Group Cavaco Sampaio Freitas Cunhal Martinho . 
Total 60.5 18.1 29 1.7 1.7 
Men $6.3 268 2.7 0.0 2.7 
Women 64.3 10.3 3.2 3.2 08 
18-44 years $7.9 16.8 42 3.2 Li 
45-64 years 62.2 18.9 2.1 0.7 21 
Lisbon $8.5 17.0 19 19 2.5 
Porto 646 20.3 $.1 1.3 00 
PSD 93.2 1.7 34 0.0 0.0 

PS $0.7 37.3 2.7 1.3 0.0 




















Seares Wins Over Cavaco, Loses to Sa Carneiro 


The same poll included another question aimed at deter- 
mining which prime minister has done the best job since 
25 April 1974. Placed side by side were the names of 
Adelino da Palma Carlos, Vasco Goncalves, Pinheiro de 
Azevedo, Mario Soares, Nobre da Costa, Mota Pinto, 
Maria Ge Lourdes Pintasilgo, Francisco Sa Carneiro, 
Pinto Balsemao, and Cavaco Silva. Sa Carneiro is far out 
in front with 36.1 percent, followed by Mario Soares 
with 20.6 percent and Cavaco Silva with 19.7 percent. 
With the support of 5.9 percent of the Portuguese, 
Lourdes Pintasilgo heads a second group, in which she is 
followed by Vasco Goncalves with 2.1 percent, and 
Nobre da Costa and Mota Pinto with 1.3 percent each. 
Palma Carlos, Pinheiro de Azevedo, and Pinto Balsemao 
have disappeared from the memories of the voters, who 
in this poll gave them zero percent. Last, it should be 
mentioned that 13 percent of those polled did not know 
or did not answer this question. 


* Membership of Trade Unions Evaluated 


91ESO0390C Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 
11] Jan 91 pAll 


[Article by Jose Pedro Castanheira: “Fifty Percent of 
Portuguese Workers Are Unionized"’] 


[Text] Half of the Portuguese who work for someone else 
are members of a trade union. That is the chief conclu- 
sion reached in an unprecedented Ministry of Employ- 
ment study—to which EXPRESSO has had firsthand 
access—concerning the extent of membership in Portu- 
guese trade unions. In 1985-86, the figure was slightly 


over 50 percent. 


“Unionization and a Few Examples of Union Behavior™ 
is the title of the study, which was conducted by Conce- 
icao Cerdeira and Edite Padilha, two experts in the 
Directorate General of Labor, who have spent years 
researching the subject. The purpose of the work is to 
determine the extent of trade union membership, the 
degree of participation in union elections, and competi- 
tiveness among the different groups within the unions. 


The study calculates that, in the 1985-86 biennium, the 
rate of unionization in Portugal was between 50.5 and 
52.6 percent. That is a relatively high percentage in 
European terms. It is close to the rates in Austria (57.9 
percent) and the United Kingdom (45.8 percent) and far 
below those in Denmark (82.2 percent) and Sweden 
(80.3 percent), but far above those in France (14.5 
percent) and Italy (35.5 percent). 


Unionization Increased by Pluralism 


In any case, it is the lowest value recorded by the study's 
authors throughout the period in question. They calculate 
that unionization totaled 52.4 percent in the four-year 
period between 1874 and 1878 [as published; presumably 
1974 and 1978 intended] and 58.8 percent in the period 
from 1979 to 1984. The only previously existing study of 
union membership—by Mario Pinto-—had reference to 
1969, when the membership rate was 59 percent. 


Those figures lead the authors to maintain that the 
introduction of union pluralism through the establish- 
ment of the UGT [General Workers Union] in 1979 
resulted in a “revitalization of union membership.” The 
decline in membership, especially in the secondary 
sector, did not become clearly visible until the second 
half of the 1980's as a result of the economic crisis and 
industrial restructuring. 


The number of unions rose from 303 in 1969 to a peak of 
372 at the end of the 1970's and then dropped to 361 in 
1985-86. This was due basically to the appearance of 
“corporatist phenomena,” which resulted in the “estab- 
lishment of autonomous unions, some of them very 
small.” 


Banking and Insurance 99-Percent Unionized 


The combined result of more unions and fewer umon 
members was “a significant drop” in the size of the 
unions, which in 1986 had an average of 4,000 members. 
Moreover, three out of every four unions had fewer than 
4,000 members, and there were even 66 unions (20.1 
percent) with fewer than 500 members. The textile 
industry, metallurgy, and public administration were the 
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sectors with the largest unions. The smallest unions, in 
average terms, were located in so-called recreationa! 
services and in fishing. 

In comparative terms, there is “great heterogencity™ in 
the rate of unionization by sector. The lowest rate in 
1985-86 was 15.6 percent (personal and domestic ser- 
vices), and the highest was 99 percent (banking and 
insurance). Banking and insurance were the two sectors 
where union membership increased most rapidly 
between 1974 and 1986 (28 percentage points), followed 
by public administration (20 poinis). The biggest 
declines occurred in trade, white-collar work, and ser- 
vices (where the rate dropped drastically from 83.6 to 
$3.5 percent), food, beverages, and tobacco (down 12 
percentage points); agriculture and forestry (12 points); 
and health and social security (10 points). 


Union Elections With Highest Participation 


The document published by the Ministry of Employ- 
ment reports on the degree of member participation, 
using as its basis an exhaustive analysis of all union 
elections held between 1974 and 1986. The immediate 
conclusion is that there has been a steady “rise in 
participation”: from 30.4 pervent in 1974-79 to 38.4 
percent in 1979-84 and 46.1 percent in 1985-86. 


It is a fact, the authors say, that the “greatest movement 
to achieve demands” occurred in 1974-78, but the 
“social boom” following 25 April [1974], being “mark- 
edly inorganic” and “centered in the firms,” was not 
harnessed by the union organizations, which were grap- 
pling with serious rep eag: | problems at the time. It 
was during the period from 1979 to 1984 that a simul- 
taneous increase in union membership and participation 
was noted, leading the authors to describe those years as 
being the period of “greatest union dynamism.” 
Banking and insurance head the list of sectors having the 
greatest participation in elections-—about three-fourths 
of their members have voted regularly since 1979. Next 
in line are metallurgy, education, and the chemical and 
pharmaceutical industries. The sectors with the lowest 
level of participation are the electric industry, fishing, 
foodstuffs, agriculture, civil construction, and trade and 
white-collar occupations. 


In terms of membership, the study by the Ministry of 
Employment reveals that, on average, the clections 
attracting the most participation were those held by 
independent unions (42.7 percent of whose members 
cast their ballots), followed by those held by the UGT 
(39.5 percent) and, in last place, the CGTP [General 
Confederation of Portuguese Workers] (32.4 percent). 
The explanation for the prominent position occupied by 
independent unions is found in “the close and personal 
relationship that tends to be formed among the members 
of associations that are small and, in most cases, 
restricted to a single firm.” 


But Less Competitive Elections 


The last topic discussed in the study concerns competi- 
tiveness in union elections. Conceicao Cerdeira and 
Edite Padilha emphasize “the weakness of competition 
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within the unions as evidenced by the high average rates 
of uniformity in voting patterns.” That rate has been 

—— from 85.6 percent in 1974-78 to 87 
room Ay 1979-84 and 93.3 percent in 1985-86. Sug- 
gested reasons for that iendency to vote uniformly are 
the existence of parallel unions (involving “the defini- 
tion of cach one’s space”), “a degree of passiveness” on 


In INTER [National Intertrade Union Organization], the 
variation in the percentage of the vote going to the winning 
slate ranges from a minimum of 76 percent to a maximum 
of 100 percent. Uniformity of vote is less pronounced in 
the UGT, where it ranges from 30 to 100 percent. 


There are two factors explaining why the degree of com- 
petition in the two central unions differs. In the first place, 
there is “the coexistence within the UGT of two tendencies 
of equal strength in the tertiary sector (one Socialist and 
the other Social Democratic), unlike the situation in the 
CGTP, the vast majority of whose members belong to a 
single tendency (Communist). In the second place, there 
is “strong competition from the Communist group in 
single unions” belonging to the UGT. 


No Figures on Central Unions 


The reasons that this study by the Ministry of Employ- 
ment does not include an assessment of the representa- 
tiveness of each of the central union confederations are 
purely political in nature. Considering the data collected, 
that assessment would be particularly easy to make. Its 
omission, as admitted by the authors in a preliminary 
note, was deliberate, the purpose being to “avoid 
offending anyone's susceptibilities.” 


The only statistical information enabling one to make an 
indirect assessment of the balance of power between the 
two central unions is found in a table of the 19 unions that 
had more than 20,000 members in 1985-86. Of those, 15 
were affiliated with the CGTP and four with the UGT. 


In the chapter presenting their conclusions, the two 
sociologists emphasize that, over the years, “the politi- 
cal-union strength (of the CGTP) has declined,” with a 
“loss of its ability to attract and mobilize members” 
having occurred between 1983 and 1986. Concerning the 
UGT, they say simply that its establishment (and the 
formation of autonomous unions) resulted in “a 
growth...in the level of union membership.” 


A significant finding, however, is that “the greatest 
competition and participation in union elections” and 
the highest level of union membership are to be found in 
the banking and insurance sectors. As everyone knows, 
those two sectors are dominated by the UGT. 
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Minister: Plan May Be “Too Little, Too Late’ 
LD2002093591 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
2300 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Begin Fernandez-Ordonez recording] Time will tell 
whether it is too little too late. Obviously it is very late. 
It 1s very late because there is a dynamic from Resolution 
678 which is producing certain effects step-by-step. If 
they are going to answer “yes”—which we do not 
know—it is important that they publicly specify as much 
as possible their position. [end recording} 


Reportage on Fernandez-Ordonez Libya Visit 
WA2002161991 


For reportage on the visit by Foreign Minister Francisco 
Fernandez-Ordonez to Libya, including reports on his 
talks with Libyan leader Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi, 
please see Libya section of the 19 February Near East & 
South Asia DAILY REPORT. 


Congress Rejects Motion To Ban U.S. Base Use 


PA1902215791 Madrid TVE-1 Television Network 
in Spanish 1942 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] The Congress’ plenary session continues and the 
Persian Gulf conflict was again one of the main issues— 
this time due to a motion which has allowed political 
groups to define their position on the logistical support 
that Spain gives to the multinational forces. 


The Congress has just rejected—18 votes in favor, 232 
United Left [IU] wanted the Spanish Government to 
withdraw its authorization allowing B-52 airplanes to 
use Spanish bases. The [U proposal was only supported 
by Euzkadiko Ezkerra [Basque Left}, which is part of the 
mixed group, and it was defended by Nicolas Sartorius, 
IU member,—who said that if the prime minister 
believes it is a mistake to bombard Iraqi cities he must be 
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coherent and prevent the attacks of B-52 airplanes which 
take off from Spanish bases. 


ee eee One nee IOS Ae 


spokesman Pedro Moya have taken the floor at the 
congress to state their opposition to the proposal pre- 
sented by United Left. 


PSOE member Pedro Moya said the government's posi- 
tion is not incoherent or politically 
responsible. In his opinion, one cannot give partial 
support to those who face the greatest risks. Pedro Moya 
has reasserted that the government abides by UN Reso- 
lution 678 by providing logistical support. 

The debate has just concluded and Nicolas Sarorius, 
whom we said defended the motion, has left the pre- 


probably the foreign minister—will appear at the senate 
next week to present a report on the Persian Gulf war. 


ETA Commando Group Broken Up as 5 Arrested 


LD1602223191 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
2000 GMT 16 Feb 91 


[Text] RNE [Spanish National Radio] has just been able 
to confirm the breaking up of ETA’s [Basque Fatherland 
and Liberty] Eibar Commando. Five people were 
arrested in the operation. More details on this from Raul 
Jeismann at our studios in San Sebastian: 


[Jeismann] The Civil Guard Special Intervention Unit 
and members of the Guipuzcoa Command of the Civil 
Guard have brokes up ETA’'s Eibar Commando in an 
es ee oe ee Se ae ee 
Cee ae a 


ye 
(Mariam Ayerbe Sarriegui), 33, (Luis Rodriguez Peres), 
27, and (Idoia Elkoro Ayastui), 18—these three are 
suspected members of the commando's infrastructure 
group. 


The arrests were made in two Eibar bars, and the five 
suspected terrorists are being held incommunicado at 
police premises in San Sebastian. The operation has 
concluded, but the investigation continues. Sources in 
the anti-terrorist struggle have said that it seems that the 
two salaried members arrested intended to reconstitute 
the Eibar Commando, which was broken up in April 
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1989. The same sources said that the two suspected 
illegal ETA members had passed into the interior of the 
Basque country six or seven days ago, and for this reason 
had not yet had time to carry out any attack. 


Car Bomb Expiodes in Malaga Prison, One Injared 
PA —— Madrid EFE in Spanish 0810 GMT 
15 Feb 91 


[Text] Madrid, 15 Feb (EFE)—Authorities have 
reported that a car bomb exploded today at the gate of 
the Malaga (southern Spain) prison, slightly injuring the 
warden’s wife. 


The car-bomb expioded in the main gates of this provin- 
cial prison, damaging offices and the living quarters of 
the warden and assistant warden. 


Although the explosion caused much damage and many 
windows were broken in a wide area around the prison, 
only the warden’s wife was injured when a piece of glass 
cut her leg. 


No group has yet claimed credit for the explosion, which 
took place at 0600 (0500 GMT). 








USSR Repiies to Enquiry on Violence in Baltics 
LD1902190991 Helsinki Domestic Service in Finnish 
1630 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Report by correspondent Kaiya Kervinen in Kvopio 
eee 


[Text] The USSR has replied to the Finnish Govern- 


Harri Holkeri, who is filling in for the foreign minister 


and Latvia. According to the reply the USSR is doing its 
utrnost to fulfill its international obligations which it has 
r-adertaken The reply stresses the restoration of peaceful 


Prime Minister Holkeri commented on the debate in 
Kuopio today as follows: 

[Holkeri] The debate conducted in this connection has 
been very constructive. 

[Kervinen] Concerning the reply Holkeri said the fol- 
lowing: 


[Holker] We have received this Soviet Government 
memorandum following an inquiry by Finiand. It is, we 
were told, a somewhat different memorandum from 
those issued following inquines made by some other 
governments which mav have had a different emphasis. 
In any case, the memorandum expresses the striving of 
the Soviet political leadership to calm the situation, and 
this must be considered a positive factor. 

[Kervinen] According to the reply, the USSR Council of 
the Federation has stressed that the use of armed forces 
to solve political questions cannot be allowed. According 
to the reply, it 1s necessary to eliminate the basic causes 
of the conflict and to restore constitutional order. 


The incompleteness of the independence aspirations of 
the Baltic states is also refelected in Prime Minister 
Holkeri's reply to the question on whether he is fully 
satisfied with the reply received by Finland. 


[Holkeri] When there is tension, one can, of course, 
never be quite satisfied, but recent developments have 
been in a more stable direction, so this is positive. 
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Iakovou Encouraged by State Dapartment Comments 
NC1702001491 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 
1500 GMT 16 Feb 91 


[Excerpts] The U.S. State Department announced that 
the United States supports the negotiation of a just and 
lasting settlement of the Cyprus problem under UN 
auspices. The State Department adds that this settlement 
should include the withdrawal of all foreign forces, 
whose presence will not be allowed. The U.S. position 
was expressed in reply to a question from the ATHENS 
NEWS AGENCY correspondent in Washington. The 
correspondent asked if the United States supports the 
implementation of UN resolutions o the Cyprus 
problem. [passage omitted] 


Foreign Minister Yeoryios Iakcvou called the State 
Department statement encour. : ng. In a statement to 
Greek radio, lakovou said tha: ihe State Department 
spokesman’s answer certainly is som - 1: provement over 
recent replies given by U.S. oificials i< similar questions, 
because it refers to UN resolutions on Cyprus which also 
include the withdrawal of foreign troops that are not 
permitted by he treaties. It is an encouraging statement, 
lakovou contiuued, because it admits that UN resolu- 
tions are not merely procedural. 


He continued: The resolutions contain many more ele- 
ments, such as the return of the refugees to their homes, 
respect of human rights, and the preservation of Cyprus’ 
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demographic balance, which means the withdrawal of 
the settlers. We hope that this statement means the 
United States will read the resolutions again and help in 
their implementation. 


Spokesman: Ozal ‘Proven Wrong on Cyprus Issue 
NC1902194791 Nicosia CyBC Television Network 
in English 1620 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] Cyprus Government Spokesman Akis Fandis has 
stated that the Cyprus issue has neither been forgotten 
nor will it be allowed to be forgotten. Answering 
reporters’ questions on the allegations by Turkish Pres- 
ident Turgut Ozal that the Cyprus issue has been for- 
gotten as a result of Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, Fandis 
said that this is nothing but wishful thinking on the part 
of Ozal. 


The spokesman added that the allegations by President 
Ozal are proven wrong by developments themselves. 
Fandis referred to the EC’s intention te undertake an 
initiative on the Cyprus issue, to the latest State Depart- 
ment statement, to the consultations of a Turkish dele- 
gation at the United Nations on Cyprus, and to the 
recent UN Security Council reference to Cyprus 
stressing the need for implementing UN resolutions. 


Answering a question on the contacts of Turkish officials 
with the UN Secretariat on Cyprus, Fandis said these 
contacts are aimed at establishing any change in the 
Turkish position to allow resumption of effective dia- 


logue. 
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Ozal, Rafsanjani Discuss Gulf War, Soviet Plan 


TA1902214591 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
2100 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] President Turgut Ozal held a telephone conversa- 
tion with Iranian President Hashemi-Rafsanjani this 
evening. Ambassador Kaya Toperi, the president's 
spokesman, issued the following statement on the sub- 
ject: The president held a telephone conversation with 
Rafsanjani this evening. During the conversation, which 
was held at the Iranian president's request, the two 
leaders exchanged views on the Gulf war and especially 
on Soviet President Gorbachev's plan. 


Ozal Comments on Aim of Soviet Peace Plan 


TA1902183991 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1715 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] President Turgut Ozal has said that the reason the 
Soviet Union favors an end to the war is because it does 
not want the United States to win a decisive military 
victory in the Gulf with its allies and become a super- 
power [as heard]. He added that the fact that the Iraqis 
were equipped mostly with Soviet weapons was another 
reason for the Soviet stand. 


Ozal left Adana for Diyarbakir today on a study tour of 
the area. In a statement to TRT [Turkish Radio and 
Television] during his tour, Ozal reviewed the latest 
developments in the Gulf war and the activities in the 
region. 

He continued: The moment a ground operation is under- 
taken in the Gulf war, it is my belief that the Iraqi Armed 
Force. will either face destruction in a brief period of 
time or will have to surrender. This, naturally, will mean 
the fall of the Iraqi regime. 


Moreover, a big victory to be achieved by the United 
States and its allies in the war will transform it into an 
incontestable superpower. I believe these are some of the 
reasons behind the Soviet plan, which was devised not 
only for peace but also to prevent the United States from 
reaching that position. 

Recalling that Iraqis possess a great number of Soviet 
weapons, Ozal said that the Soviets do not want an Iraqi 
defeat. Iraq has had no success in the air and sea battles 
held in the Gulf war so far. 


Ozal said that he disagrees with claims that Saddam 
Husayn will gain time by favoring the last peace initia- 
tives and added: Either Saddam Husayn will continue 
his present suicidal stand or will have to surrender. He 
has no other choice. 


On Iran's recent stand in the Gulf crisis, Ozal said that 
Iran, which has fought with Iraq for long years and has 
been hostile to the Iraqi leader for years, was engaging in 
politics. 

Stressing that following his visits he was very satisfied 
with the situation of the Turkish Armed Forces in ail its 
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echelons, Ozal said that all related ministries and the 
civil sector had contributed concerning the stationing of 
the military units in the region. 


Ozal on Gulf Regional Stability, Water Summit 
91ES0439A Madrid ABC in Spanish 10 Feb 91 p 42 


[Commentary by President Turgut Ozal: “An Inevitable 
War”) 


[Text] Iraq invaded and subsequently annexed Kuwait in 
direct violation of all the norms of international law and 
the fundamental principles of the United Nations 
charter. Iraq's action destroyed peace and was the first 
serious challenge to the new world order. Confronting 
this crisis, the united international community has 
proven that it is determined not to allow this type of 
aggression. What we have observed since 2 August is 
notewc*thy: The United Nations and its Security 
Council discharging their function as guardians of peace 
on behalf of the international community to enforce 
international law. 


Turkey upholds the phrase: * ‘Peace at home, peace in the 
world” in its foreign policy and has continually champi- 
oned respect for international law. From the first day of 
the crisis, Turkey has taken a resolute stand insisting on 
the unconditional withdrawal of Iraqi forces from 
Kuwait, the restoration of the independence, sover- 
cignty, and territorial integrity of Kuwait, and the rees- 
tablishment of its legitimate government. 


When the Security Council ordered sanctions against 
Iraq, Turkey responded immediately. We closed the two 
oil pipelines that cross our country and we sealed off our 
borders with one of our major trading partners. Although 
we realized the sacrifice that this represented, we were 
not thinking about compensation, nor was self-interest 
among our motives. I want to emphasize that our posi- 
tion was and remains one of principle. By immediately 
putting sanctions into effect, Turkey has certainly played 
a major role in the formation of the international coali- 
tion. 

The cost of interrupting all trade with Iraq has been high, 
especially as regards our relations with the Iraqi people, 
with whom we enjoyed close and friendly relations, and 
for Turkey's developing economy. The international 
community ought to give careful consideration to an 
equitable distribution of the burden that Turkey has 
voluntarily shouldered for the sake of peace. 


President Bush's efforts to form an international coali- 
tion to respond to this aggression are praiseworthy, as 
were the many attempts by the United States and other 
members of the coalition to resolve the conflict through 
diplomacy. After all of these diplomatic attempts had 
been exhausted, it became obvious that the Iraqi Gov- 
ernment did not desire to, nor was it interested in 
withdrawing from Kuwait. 
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The international community has acted to carry out the 
terms of the UN Security Council resolutions. I deeply 
regret that the Iraqi Government has not had the 
common sense to bow to the will of the United Nations. 
No one wanted this war. Yet, to assure peace, it became 


Turkey supports the actions undertaken by the multina- 
tional forces to achieve the objectives set by the United 
Nations. To this end, the Turkish Parliament authorized 
the government to send Turkish armed forces to foreign 
countries and to allow and use foreign forces in Turkey. 
The scope, timing, and necessity of these actions will be 
determined by the government. 


In light of this authorization and under Resolution 878, 
we have decided to increase support for our coalition 
partners who are involved in the multinational operation 
and who have approved broader use of the joint military 
installations in Turkey. This comes in addition to an 
expandec deployment of the Turkish Army along our 
border wiih Iraq, where we are keeping eight or more 
Iraqi divisions immobilized. 


Parliament's authorization to send Turkish troops 
beyond our borders is a precautionary measure. I want to 
underscore that the Turkish Armed Forces will not go 
into action against Iraq unless we are attacked. We do 
not seek territory in Iraq or any other country, nor is a 
single inch of our territory negotiable. 


The Turkish Government has great hopes that the oper- 
ation begun against the Iraqi leaders will be short, cause 
minimal casualties, and achieve the objectives set by the 
United Nations. We cannot fail; we can only hope that 
Saddam Husayn will soon see that he cannot win. Turkey 


has nothing against the Iraqi people and hopes that once 
the crisis is over, we will again enjoy close relations. 


Now that the liberation of Kuwait has begun, the inter- 
national community must begin thinking about ways of 
stabilizing the region after the conflict. There can be no 
doubt that the crisis has had, and will have repercussions 
in the Middle East. 


When the Gulf crisis is behind us, the Arab-Israeli 
conflict must be addressed and resolved at the most 
fundamental level. Turkish policy in this conflict has 
always been clear, consistent, and balanced. We 
acknowledge the legitimate rights of the Palestinians, 
including the right to establish their own state, as well as 
the right of all states in the region, including Israel, to 
live within secure, recognized borders. 


Lasting peace in the region demands the start of a 
process that focuses on economic interdependence 
among the nations of the Middle East. This would help 
to establish the firm conviction among the peoples of the 
region that they must safeguard common interests, the 
destruction of which would harm them all. 
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We believe that there are broad opportunities to achieve 
this objective. The fact is that several years ago | sug- 
gested that an “aqueduct of peace” be built to carry 
water from two Turkish rivers to the Arabian Peninsula. 
I believe that since water is such a scarce resource (it 
could become even more precious than oil), this aque- 
duct would benefit all of the countries involved and 
would offer a real opportunity for regional cooperation. 
The region’s water needs have not received enough 
attention. To change this situation I have invited 
regional leaders to come to Istanbul in November of this 
year to attend a summit conference on waterways that 
cross borders in the Middle East. Such aqueducts could 
run parallel to oil and gas pipelines across the countries 


of the region. 


We can build and improve the infrastructure of the 
Middle East collectively, which will greatly facilitate an 
expansion of economic cooperation. The opening of our 
markets to each other will consolidate economic inter- 
dependence. Tourism is another major area on which we 
can concentrate our efforts. 


Cooperation along these lines will not only create an 
atmosphere of understanding and good will, it will also 
further the well-being of all nations of the region and 
help to reduce the income gap between them; a gap that 
could very well be the cause of future social unrest in the 
Middle East. An economic-cooperation fund could be 
established with the income from oil, and this fund could 
serve as an instrument for this purpose 


Another important process that should be simulta- 
neously undertaken with economic cooperation is 
democratization. This would help the region to remain 
parallel to the demands of the new world order and 
would reinforce the conditions needed to attain true 
peace in the Middle East. 


We have our work cut out for us when the Gulf crisis is 
over. We must devote ourselves to creating the condi- 
tions for lasting peace in the Middle East. Although we 
can in no way excuse Iraq's methods, and although we 
condemn aggression in the most forceful terms possible, 
many of the issues that have come to the forefront during 
this conflict genuinely deserve international attention. 
Let us hope that peace returns quickly so that we can 
return to building a truly new world order. 


Iraqi Asylum Seekers 2,019; 930 Military 


TA2002120991 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1100 GMT 20 Feb 91 


[Text] A total of 2,019 Iraqis have sought asylum in 
Turkey since Iraq occupied Kuwait. Foreign Ministry 
deputy spokesman Ferhat Ataman said that the number 
has risen in recent days. He said that of this figure, 930 
are military personnel and 1,089 are civilians. 
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Iraqi Deserters Said Hiding in Kurdish Camps 
NC2002112791 Istanbul CUMHURIYET in Turkish 
15 Feb 91 p 3 


[Vedat Yenerer report: “Inflated Dinghies Sent to Tur- 
key’s Border With Iraqꝰ] 


[Excerpts] Silopi—People from Iraq continue to seek 
refuge in Turkey. Two nights ago three soldiers and 65 
civilians fled from Iraq to Turkey. They crossed the 
border at a point in the Habur border gate region. It has 
been ascertained that the supporters of Mas‘ud Barzani 
and Celal Talabani are helping the Iraqis to cross from 


Iraq to Turkey. [Passage omitted] 


The soldiers and civilians who have sought refuge in 
Turkey said that at least 5,000 Iraqi soldiers have sought 
refuge in the camps of the Kurds who are headed by 
Mas‘ud Barzani and Celal Talabani. They brought 22 
tanks to the camps with them. [Passage omitted] 


Meanwhile, Turkey continues to transfer military units 
to its border region with Iraq. It has been ascertained 
that material required for building bridges, inflatable 
dinghies, and new ambulances have been assembled 
close to the Hezil river on Turkey's border with Iraq. 


Altemocin Leaves for U.S., Canada, Netherlands 


TA1902171391 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
ISSS GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] Ankara (A.A}—Foreign Minister Kurtcebe Alp- 
temocin on Tuesday left on a 2-week visit to the United 
States, Canada and the Netherlands for talks with senior 
officials expected to focus on the gulf war. 


In the United States Alptemocin will meet U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker and U.S. President George Bush in 
Washington. 


He is also expected to meet U.N. Secretary General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar in New York. 


Alptemocin will address the annual assembly of the U.S. 
Friends of Turkey Association. 


He will end his U.S. trip on Feb. 25 and proceed to 
Canada for a two-day visit between Feb. 26 and Feb. 27, 
during which he will meet Canadian Secretary of State 
for External Affairs Charles Joseph Clark. 


The Alptemocin-Clark meeting will focus on bilateral 
reiations and international issues. 


In the Netherlands, Alptemocin will meet Dutch Foreign 
Minister Hans van den Broek. 


He will return to Turkey on March 2. 
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Departure Statement Reported 
TA1902174791 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] Foreign Minister Kurtcebe Alptemocin has said 
that Turkey must be expected to play a role especially in 
economic matters in the region in the aftermath of the 
Gulf war. Alptemocin made a statement at Ankara’s 
Esenboga Airport before leaving on a working visit to the 
United States. 


Replying to reporters’ questions, Alptemocin noted that 
there is much work to be done by Turkey on the 
reconstruction of the destroyed infrastructure of certain 
regional countries as well as in the amelioration of their 
economic situation. 

The foreign minister, who will meet with U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker and Secretary of Defense Richard 
Cheney, will also be received by President George Bush. 
Alptemocin’s talks in the United States will focus on the 
Gulf crisis and postwar developments. 


Notes Minority in Bulgaria 
TA190220399! Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted} Foreign Minister Kurtcebe 
Alptemocin replied to reporters’ questions at Ankara’s 
Esenboga Airport before departing for the United States 
today. In Tesponse to a question pertaining to the Bul- 
garian prime minister's statement during his visit to 
Athens that there are no ethnic minorities in Bulgaria, 
Alptemocin recalled that there ‘s a Turkish minority of 
approximately 1.5 million people in Dulgaria. 


The foreign minister said that the time has come to 
conduct progressive, constructive, and solid cooperation 
in the Balkans. Pointing out that this fact has also been 
acknowledged by the new leaders of Bulgaria, Alp- 
temocin stressed that the status of the Turkish minority 
is determined according to bilateral and international 
agreements. He explained that the events experienced in 
connection with the Turkish minority in Bulgaria in the 
not too distant past have not benefited anyone, adding 
that minority rights must be guaranteed. 


Alptemocin declared: The time is ripe for unprejudiced, 
healthy, progressive, and constructive cooperation in the 
Balkans. The foreign minister added that such state- 
ments are not encouraging for Turkish-Bulgarian rela- 
tions, which are about to take a positive turn. 


Rejects Kuwait-Palestine Link 


741902213891 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
2100 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] Foreign Minister Kurtcebe Alptemocin has 
declared that the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait and the 
Palestinian question should not be linked to one another. 
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A!ptemocin held a news conference at Frankfurt airport, 
where he stopped over en route to a working visit in the 
United States. 

Pointing out that the Palestinian problem has been the 
source of regional conflicts for years, Alptemocin noted 
that Turkey is ready to assume its responsibility in the 
aftermath of the war. The foreign minister remarked that 
there is no question of Turkey playing a direct role in the 
Palestinian issue, but the problem must definitely be 
resolved. 

Alptemocin added that during his visit to the United 
States he will also meet with President George Bush and 
convey to him a message from President Turgut O7zal. 


CSFR's Dienstbier on Stabilizing Role for Turkey 
TA1902164791 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1535 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] Ankara (ANATOLIA)}—Jiri Dienstbier, the for- 
cign minister and assistant premier of the Czech and 
Slovak Republic, said on Tuesday that Turkey would 
establish stability in the Gulf region. 

In an exclusive interview, Dienstbier currently on an 
official visit to Turkey, told ANATOLIA that Turkey as 
a Moslem country and a NATO member with a demo- 
cratic system could play an important role in the future 
stability of the region. 

“Turkey is an example of the fact that a democratic 
regime can exist in a Moslem country,” he said. 
Dienstbier said Czechoslovakia wanted to take part in 
the reconstruction of Europe and become a member of 
the Council of Europe. 


“We are actively taking part in the Helsinki process and 
want to enter the European Community,” he said. 


Dienstbier said Turkey was especially advanced in the 
construction sector and that Turkish companies could 
invest in his country’s infrastructure. 


He said that in turn Czechoslovakia could invest in the 
chemical industry and power station construction in 
Turkey and that both countries could set up joint ven- 
tures in the Gulf after the war has ended. 


Makes Statement, Leaves 


TA1902165791 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1615 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] Istanbul (ANATOLIA)}—The deputy prime min- 
ister and foreign minister of the Czech and Slovak 
Federal Republic, Jiri Dienstbier, ended an official two- 
uay visit to Turkey on Tuesday. 


In a departure statement at Istanbul's Ataturk Airport, 
Dienstbier said that during his visit he had discussed 
political, economic and cultural bilateral relations and 
the latest developments in Europe. 
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He added there were no problems between the two 
countries. 


Dienstbier and his Turkish counterpart Ahmet Kurtcebe 
Alptemocin on Monday signed an agreement under 
which official passport holders from Turkey and the 
Czech and Slovak Republic will be exempt from the need 
to obtain visas during visits to the other country for 
penods up to three months. 

Prior to the signing ceremony, Alptemocin said that the 
agreement would contribute to the relations between the 
two countries. 

During his visit Dienstbier aluo met President Turgut 
Ozal, Prime Miniter Yildrim Akbulut, and Energy and 
Natural Resources Minister Fahrettin Kurt. 


Kazakhstan Health Minister Signs Accord, Departs 


TA1502205091 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1454 GMT 15 Feb 91 


[Text] Ankara (ANATOLIA)}—Aksultan Amanbayevich 
Amanbayev, the health minister of the Soviet Republic 
of Kazakhstan, left Turkey on Friday following a visit at 
the invitation of his Turkish counterpart Halil Sivgin. 
In a departure statement Amanbayev said that during his 
visit he had seen how Turkey has accomplished great 
achievements in the last decade and that Kazakhstan 
could use these developments as a model. 


Amanbayev met Prime Minister Yildirim Akbulut on 
Thursday after signing an agreement on cooperation in 
the fields of health and medicine. 


According to the agreement, signed by Sivgin and Aman- 
bayev, Turkey and Kazakhstan will cooperate in the 
production of medicine and medical equipment. 


A joint committee has been formed by the agreement to 
investigate specific points of cooperation. 


The agreement also calls exchanges of doctors, medical 
conferences, seminars and the export of medicine and 
medical equipment from Turkey to Kazakhstan. 


Turkey has signed similar health agreements with the 
Soviet republics of Georgia and Azerbaijan. 


Georgian Deputy Minister Arrives in Border City 


TA1802162591 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1551 GMT 18 Feb 91 


[Text] Sarp (ANATOLIA)—The assistant foreign min- 
ister of the Soviet Republic of Georgia, Kakabadze 
Malhac, arrived in the Black Sea port Trabzon on 
Monday for talks with local officials. 


Malhac and the delegation accompanying him crossed 
into Turkey through the Sarp border gate. They will 
carry out observations in Trabzon on Tuesday. 
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During its [word indistinct] day visit, the Georgian 
delegation will hold talks with Turkish officials on eco- 


Russian Federation President To Visit 24-27 Feb 


TA1902092491 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
0820 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] Moscow (ANATOLIA)—The president of the 
Russian Federation, the largest Soviet republic, wil’ 
begin a three-day visit to Turkey on Sunday as the 
official guest of Prime Minister Yildirim Akbulut. 


During his stay, Ivan Silayev will meet President Turgut 
Ozal. 


Silayev's talks in Turkey are aimed to focus on ways of 
further developing economic ties between Turkey and 
the Russian Federation. 


As the Soviet Union moves further toward a decentra- 
lised liberal economy, Turkey has upped its economic 
links with a number of individual Soviet republics 
including Kazahkstan, Georgia and Azerbaijan. 

Silayev will leave Turkey on Feb. 27. 


Comments on Upcoming Visit 


TA1902170591 Ankara . NATOLIA in English 
1505 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] Moscow (ANATOLIA)—The prime minister of 
Russia, the largest Soviet republic, said here on Tuesday 
that Turkey's economic experiments in the last 10 years 
interested them more than similar experiments in 
Britain and the United States. 


Ivan Silayev will begin a three-day visit to Turkey on 
Sunday as the official guest of Prime Minister Yildirim 
Akbulut. 


Talking to ANATOLIA about the visit, he said, “1 want 
to draw your attention to the fact that we are paying this 
visit, which is of utmost importance for us, not to Britain 
or the United States. It is very important for us to benefit 
from our neighbor Turkey's experiences.” 


Silayev's talks in Turkey are expected to focus on ways of 
further developing economic ties between Turkey and 
the Russian Federation. 


Economists, agricultural economy experts and top level 
economic operational officials will accompany him to 
Turkey on the trip. 


Silayev explained that three main topics would occupy 
the agenda of talks in Ankara: Studying the Turkish 
economic experience, cooperation in agriculture and 
preparation of grounds for establishment of direct rela- 
tions between the production sectors of both countries. 


During his stay, Silayev will meet President Turgut Ozal. 
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“very alluring” and said the project 
would not only enhance economic cooperation between 
the two countries, but also set a model for political 
harmony by removing political tension through eco- 
nomic cooperation. 

He also said it was necessary to find ways of cooperation 
other than joint ventures and that Russian laws recog- 
nizing the right of ownership in Russia for foreigners 
would make better cooperation in the future possible. 


Silayev will leave Turkey on Feb. 27. 


Assembly Speaker Leaves for 9-Day Visit to India 


TA1602200891 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1450 GMT 16 Feb 91 


[Text] Ankara (ANATOLIA)—Parliament speaker Kaya 
Erdem is heading a cross-party delegation of Turkish 
deputies to India on Saturday on a 9-day visit which he 
said he believed would help develop relations between 
the two countries. 


Speaking at Ankara Airport before departure, Erdem 
said he believed that the visit, which will take place at the 
invitation of his Indian counterpart, would play an 
important role in developing bilateral relations. 


Erdem and his delegation will return to Turkey on Feb. 
24. 


Saudi Ambassador on Solution of Cyprus Problem 


7A1902204691 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in Turkish 
to Cyprus 1630 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] Saudi Ambassador to Ankara ‘Abd al-'Aziz al- 
Hodja has declared that the Cyprus problem can be 
solved only if both sides are granted their rights, sover- 
cignty, and equality. 


Replying to questions by an ANATOLIA AGENCY 
correspondent on the Gulf war, bilateral relations, and 
the Cyprus problem, the ambassador said that the 
Cyprus question should not be included in the issues to 
be discussed after the wis. He added: Anyway, this issue 
is being discussed at the United Nations. Moreover, 
extensive efforts are being exerted between the two sides 
on the island. I am very optimistic that this problem can 
be solved by granting both sides their nights, sovereignty, 
and equality. 
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Responding to a question on Turkey's att:tude regarding 
the Gulf war, the Saudi ambassador said: We are grateful 
to the Turkish Government and people. 


Kuwaiti Envoy Says Turks To Help Rebuild Kuwait 


NC2002123491 Istanbul TERCUMAN in Turkish 
16 Feb 91 p& 


[Umran Kalayci report: “We Need Turkey”] 


{Excerpts} Ankara, (TERCUMAN)—The Kuwaiti 
ambassador, Faysal al-Sayyid Abd al-Wahhab Al-Rifai, 
has said that his country will need Turkish contractors 
and manpower to rebuild projects once the Gulf war 
ends. Noting his government's objective to liberate 
Kuwait without the destruction of Iraq, al-Rifai asserted: 
“We hope that Iraq will not be damaged further.” 


Al-Rifai assessed the Gulf war and the aftermath of the 
fighting to TERCUMAN. Describing the situation in the 
Gulf region as very dangerous, he said: “Although the 
military options for establishing peace and security in 
the region are continuing, the doors leading to peace are 
still open. However, the situation is not favorable.” 
[Passage omitted] 


Al-Rifai asserted that Turkey is among the countries 
most affected by the Gulf war and noted the following on 
the aid Kuwait will extend to Turkey: “Turkey's 
economy significantly suffered as a result of the Gulf 
crisis. Turkey was the first country to move to imple- 
ment the UN Security Council resolutions. We appre- 
ciate this. We have extended moral and material support 
to Turkey so far. Undoubtedly, Kuwait's aid will con- 
tinue in the future. In particular, we need Turkey's help 
to rebuild Kuwait. We want the Turks to rebuild Kuwait. 
We plan to widely use the services of Turkey's contrac- 
tors and man power to realize the projects we have 
drawn up in that regard.” 


Noting that geographic changes will not take place in the 
region after the Gulf war ends, Al-Rifai said: “The 
countries which safeguard peace in the world and in the 


region are also strongly opposed to the idea of geographic 
changes. The Gulf Cooperation Council has security 
plans in the region after the war ends.” [Passage omitted] 


Health Minister Departs on Visit to USSR 


1TA1702103891 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1013 GMT 17 Feb 91 


[Text] Ankara (ANATOLIA)—Health Minister Halil 
Sivgin departed for Moscow on Sunday morning at the 
invitation of his Soviet counterpart. 


In an airport statement before his departure, Sivgin said 
he will have talks with Soviet health authorities to 
expand the existing cooperation in the field of health 
with the Soviet Union. 
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“The aim of my visit is to resolve problems disrupting 
our exports of pharmaceuticals to the Soviet Union, ” 
the minister said. 

Sivgin will proceed to Azerbaijan, Turkmen Republic, 
Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan after Moscow to have talks 
with the health ministers of these Soviet republics. 


Representatives of some pharmaceutical plants and 
health equipment producers are accompanying Sivgin on 
this trip. 


Sivgin and his party are scheduled to return to Turkey on 
February 27. 


Greek Cypriot Armed Threat Seen After Gulf War 


NC1902130891 Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 
14 Feb 91 p 14 


[Nilufer Yalcin report: “The Monster Nurtured in 
Cyprus”) 


[Excerpts] Ankara—The Western countries were wrong 
to supply their most modern arms to dictator Saddam 
Husayn of Iraq in the past. The latter has now taken a 
stand against them. The Western world may have to deal 
with another monster in the future because of a similar 
mistake. The Greek Cypriot side is the source of the new 
threat. The Greek Cypriots have turned the $1 billion 
worth of arms they purchased from the Western coun- 
tries during the past few years against northern Cyprus. 
The Greek Cypriot leaders, who have turned southern 
Cyprus into an arsenal, have not concealed their prepa- 
rations to occupy the Turkish Cypriot region in northern 
Cyprus under the slogan “Cyprus After the Gulf Crisis.” 


[passage omitted] 


France, the Soviet Union, the United States, Britain, 
Yugoslavia, Switzerland, and Brazil top the list of the 
countries that supply arms to the Greek Cypriots. The 
Greek Cypriot side mostly places orders for tanks, 
armored vehicles, antitank and antiaircraft missiles, 
heavy artillery units, and electronic radar systems. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


In view of the clear disclosures made by the Greek 
Cypriots that they will attack northern Cyprus if they fail 
to take over the entire island through their political 
maneuvers, Ankara is watching with concern the con- 
tinuing supply of Western arms to the Greek Cypriot 
side, a fact that may turn the island into a new war zone. 
Turkish officials share the view that, as in the case of 
Saddam Husayn’s onslaught against Kuwait, the Greek 
Cypriot leaders may casiiv launch an attack on the 
Turkish Republic of... - “yprus with the arms they 
already have at their di; al. Furthermore, they are 
convinced that “a clash in Cyprus will also involve 
Turkey and Greece. Consequently, Western security will 
be threatened and the fighting will have a disastrous 
effect on the eastern Mediterranean and the Middle East. 
In fact, a clash may pave the way for a fragmentation 
within NATO.” 
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Ankara has drawn attention to the fact that most of the 
arms acquired by the Greek Cypriots are from the 
United States. In other words, Greece is transferring the 
arms it receives from the United States in the form of 
U.S. military aid to the Greek Cypriots. Meanwhile, the 
U.S. Congress has prefered not to say anything in that 
regard. [passage omitted] 


Ankara has received reports that the Greek Cypriot 
administration has an intense desire for arms and that 
Greece has made plans to supply it with the tanks and 
armored vehicles it has to destroy in accordance with the 
agreement reached on conventional arms reductions in 
Europe. Meanwhile, Greek and Greek Cypriot officials 
are reported to have planned to take ostentatious mea- 
sures aimed at camouflaging the transfer of these tanks 
and armored vehicles to southern Cyprus, a process that 
will conflict with the spirit of the agreement on conven- 
tional arms reductions in Europe. On the other hand, 
Greece is reported to be planning to “sell” the said 
armored vehicles to the Greek Cypriot administration. 


Government circles in Ankara have not confirmed these 
reports. However, the experts, who have taken part in all 
the meetings on the agreement that was reached on 
conventional arms reductions, have said: “We do not 2s 
yet have information in connection with the plans 
Greece has made to transfer its excess arms to the Greek 
Cypriots. Undoubtedly, Turkey will react very strongly 
against such a transfer. It will be impossible for the 
Greeks to keep such a transfer a secrei, because all the 
reductions will be subject to control. Any transfer of 
arms will definitely be discovered. In view of this, we are 
convinced that Athens will not make a move in that 
regard, at least not at the present time. A move in that 
direction would be tantamout to provoking one of the 
two adversaries in a disputed region or country into 
taking action against the other. This would threaten 
peace. As such, it would conflict with the spirit and the 


rules of the agreement.” 


Paper Interviews Opposition Leader Erdal Inonu 


NC1902122991 Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 
1S Feb 91 p4 


[“Exclusive” interview with Erdal Inonu, leader of the 
Social Democratic Populist Party, by unidentified HUR- 
RIYET correspondent; date and place not given] 


[Text] [HURRIYET] Mr. Erdal Inonu, you have criti- 
cized President Turgut Ozal’s policy ever since the [Gulf] 
crisis began. You have organized rallies and upheld the 
slogan “No to War.” What was the policy Turkey should 
have maintained in connection with the Gulf crisis? 


[Inonu] Iraq's occupation of Kuwait is unacceptable. 
When I met Saddam Husayn in Baghdad, I told him to 
“withdraw from Kuwait in order to prepare the ground 
for a U.S. withdrawal from the region.” It was not 
important that this was a suggestion that was put forward 
by the United States. It was a logical solution. Iraq 
refused to withdraw from Kuwait. Then, how was this 
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problem, which constitutes a violation of international 
law, to be resolved? The United Nations was the estab- 
lishment that should have resolved the problem. 


Every kind of solution, including a recourse to the use of 
force, can be found in the UN Charter. Nevertheless, the 
five permanent UN members failed to agree on a united 
stand on the crisis. That was why | used the term “a 
world army” when the crisis first began. It would have 
been better if the United Nations adopted a resolute 
decision on every kind of intervention, and if this 
decision were upheld by the parliaments of the member 
countries. But that is not what happened. A powerful 
country—namely, the United States, has taken action on 
behalf of the United Nations at the present time. It has 
claimed that it will have the problem resolved. Our 
opposition should not be regarded as an anti-U_S. policy. 
If an illegal incident occurs in a quarter of a city, then it 
is up to police and not the bully of that quarter to 
intervene to rectify the situation. The current problem is 
similar. The United Nations, not the United States, 
should have been the one to intervene. As the Social 
Democratic Populist Party [SDPP], we have supported 
ali the UN Security Council resolutions. Turgut Ozal 
made his position public even without waiting for the 
UN Security Council resolutions. He behaved in a way 
that implied the following: “We can tackle this problem 
together with the United States. We can do so without 
your help.” Consequently, the entire world, Europe in 
particular, began to talk about the question of al-Mawsil 
and Kirkuk in Iraq. This created an atmosphere which 
weakened confidence in Turkey. Turkey was regarded 
abroad as an aggressive and expansionist country. 


[HURRIYET] You have said that the UN Security 
Council resolutions are important. However, a discrep- 
ancy does not exist between the UN Security Council 
resoutions and what Turkey has done. 


[Inonu] The SDPP has supported the UN resolutions 
right from the start. We have only criticized the essence 
of the problem. However, all this was not debated by the 
Turkish Grand National Assembly [TGNA]. We have 
criticized the move to adopt a stand without waiting for 
the UN Security Council resolutions. Ozal behaved as 
though he were pushing Turkey into a war. That is what 
we have criticized. We have launched a campaign sup- 
porting the view that Turkey should not be involved in 
the war. 


[HURRIYET] You opposed the use of Incirlik air base. 
Would it have been easy for the Turkish Government to 
turn down a U.S. request to use that base? Had you been 
in power, would you have said that you would not allow 
the use of that base? 


[Inonu] We are opposed to the use of Incirlik air base in 
principle. If Turkey was subjected to a significant pres- 
sure in that regard, then the matter should have been 
brought to the TGNA. However, the government 
brought the matter to the TGNA mght at the last 
moment. It received the authority it required a few hours 
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Nor does a written document exist to define the situation 
in which the Incirlik air base can be used. If significant 
U.S. pressure existed for the use of the base, then the 
matter should have been taken up within the NATO 
framework with a view to preventing Turkey from 
becoming a target. The NATO Ministerial Council 
should have been asked: “This is the U.S. request. What 
is your opinion?” 

What is most important is that measures should have 
been taken to strengthen the civil defense systems in the 
region before the Incirlik air base was allowed to be used 
by the United States. Allowing the use of the Incirlik 
base before providing security for the people in the 
region was very wrong. 


{[HUPRIYET] Do you mean to say that the Incirlik air 
base can be used? In other words, are you trying to point 
out the conditions under which that base should have 
been used? 


[Inonu] We have said at every debate on the budget that 
Turkey has a dangerous number of foreign debts. Those 
who finance your projects deprive you of your right to 
make your own decisions. Your dependence on other 
countnes increases. Nevertheless, it is this government 
that has created the existing situation in Turkey's foreign 
debts. Regardless of the problem of Turkey's foreign 
debts, I would have taken the question of the Incirlik air 
base to NATO and increased civil defense measures in 
the region. | would have supplied gas masks to the 


people. 


[HURRIYET] What plan do you have for the aftermath 
of the war? 


[Inonu] It would be wrong for Turkey to take part in a 
new security system in the region. We belong to the 
Western world. As in the case of the CSCE procedure in 
Europe, a security and cooperation process should be 
initiated in the Middle East. Within the framework of 
this process, the economic relations in the region should 
be increased in accordance with a plan similar to the 
Marshall Plan. and respect for human rights 
can be achieved through such a process. The armed 
forces of a foreign country cannot establish democracy in 
the region. The people have to support the idea of 
democracy and work to achieve it. The existing borders 
have to be accepted when the security and cooperation 
process begins. Of course, the problem of Palestine and 
the question of Lebanon have to be resolved as well. 
With out all this, finding a solution to the Middle East 
problem will be difficult. 


[HURRIYET] President Turgut Ozal mentioned that a 
solution cannot be imposed on the region by force. He 
also suggested an economic plan similar to the Marshall 
Plan for economic cooperation. Your views are similar. 
I cannot see a difference. 


[Inonu] The impression of an imperialist approach must 
not be created when the suggestion is put forward. 
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[HURRIYET] What is your opinion on the way Turkey's 
economy will develop after the war? President Turgut 
Ozal expects an economic boom.... 


{Inonu] Turkey's economy is experiencing a state of 
recession at the present timc. Ozal is in a difficult 
situation. As such, he is telling stories about an economic 
boom with a view to diverting attention. But let us leave 
aside the aftermath of the war. Was Turkey's econo ay in 
good shane before the Gulf crisis began” 


Serious problems exist in Turkey's economy. The high 
rate of inflation has become a chronic ailment. Mean- 
while, Turkey has to deal with problems such as the 
deficient distribution of income, the large budget deficit, 
increasing domestic and foreign debts, and the 
increasing deficit in the current accounts domain. The 
figures are no secret. The economy was already in poor 
condition before the Gulf war. The claim has been made 
that there will be an influx of tourists after the war. The 
tourism sector was already developing before the war. 
Was war needed to give an impetus to development in 
that sector? 


[HURRIYET] You suggested the abrogation of Articles 
141, 142, and 163 of the penal code in the past. The 
government has now placed this subject on its agenda. 
What kind of stand do you contemplate on the matter? 


[Inonu] We want to have these articles removed. If the 
government approaches us with the aim of removing 
these articles, then we shall cast a favorable vote. H: w- 
ever, Ozal's intention is to exploit the talks that will be 
held for removing these articles. He intends to have a 
number of articles added to the constitution for the sake 
of establishing a presidential system in the country. We 
shall not take part in such a bargain. We have people who 
have been sent to jail for committing intellectual crimes. 
They will continue to remain in jail if we fail to remove 
these articles. This is a shameful situation for Turkey. 
Let us first remove those articles and free these people. 
Let us first remove this shameful situation. Meanwhile, 
holding early elections is a must for constitutional 
changes in the country. The constitution must be 
amended by the new structure of the Turkish Grand 
National Assembly. 


Inonu Criticizes President's TV Defense of Wife 


TA1802170291 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
ISS5 GMT 18 Feb 91 


[Excerpt] Ankara (ANATOLIA)}—Reaction continued 
on Monday to the recent decision by the wife of Presi- 
dent Turgut Ozal to enter politics. Semra Ozai last week 
announced she would run for the post of Istanbul party 
chief of the ruling Motherland Party (ANAP), set up by 
[words indistinct]. 


On Sunday the president publicly defended his wife's 
decision to run for the job, a move which the opposition 
on Monday called {word indistinct] that would never 
take place in a state of law. 











44 TURKEY 


The leader of the main opposition Social Democratic 
Populist Party (SHP) said in a statement thai the presi- 
dent had “displayed previously unseen behavior” by 
defending his wife on television on Sunday evening. 


In an istanbul press conference, parts of which were 
(televised?) President Ozal defended Mrs. Ozal’s candi- 
dacy and criticized, among others, four cabinet members 
for opposing her. 


Inonu described the show of public support as an inci- 
dent that would never be witnessed in a state of law. 


He said, “Those watching the press conference were 
shocked to see the president elaborating on his views of 
his wife's candidacy as a provincial leader of the party 
and scolding those opposed to this. Viewers were con- 
fused as to whether they were watching a matter of state 
or a family affair,” he said. 


“The impartiality of the president himself is already a 
matter of controversy in Turkey. But this behavior is one 
which exceeds all boundaries,” he said. 


“The latest situation drags people beyond normal limits. 
We will have to try hard to preserve our mental health,” 
he said. [passage omitted] 


Demirel Accuses Ozal of Staging ‘Evita Project’ 
TA1902173891 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1600 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Excerpts] Ankara (ANATOLIA)}—Suleyman Demirel, 
the leader of right-wing opposition True Path Party, on 
Tuesday accused President Turgut Ozal of staging a 
private “Evita project” on state radio and television. 


His remarks came as controversy rages countrywide over 
a recent decision by the wife of President Turgut O7zal to 
enter politics. 


Mrs. Semra Ozal last week announced she would run for 
the post of Istanbul party chief of the ruling Motherland 
Party (ANAP), set up by Mr. Ozal in 1983. 


While the opposition and the press have branded her 
decision unconstitutional, some ANAP ministers, 
including Ozal’s cousin Husnu Dogan, the current 
defense minister, have openly criticised it as being at the 
root of a power struggle between liberals and fundamen- 
talists within the ruling party. [passage omitted] 


Mr. Demirel, a former prime minister, was talking about 
the televised family drama at his party's parliamentary 


group meeting. 
Demirel said such incidents in Turkey's political life 


were difficult to discuss and unusual to consider while 
there are other important issues awaiting a solution. 


“Some may aspire to the role of Evita. But there are 
masses of people in Turkey disturbed by the presidential 
family’s attitude which is direct violation of the consti- 
tution and the existing laws. 


FBIS-WEL-91-034 
20 February 1991 


The constitution says the president should be completely 
impartial and above all institutions and political parties. 
President Ozal, who founded the Motherland Party in 
1983 and led successive Motherland governments as 
prime minister, resigned to become president in 
November 1989. 


Demirel said, “What disturbs us is the tendency toward 
turning this country into a tribe or a dynasty rule. It is 
highly insolent to let the whole country watch a family 
dispute on the TV screen.” 


He said if elections were held after the Gulf war it would 
wipe out Ozal family rule and added that whoever wins 
the next election will have the job of putting the admin- 
istration on the right tracks once again. 


Demirel was the second opposition leader to criticise the 
Ozal family in as many days. [passage omitted] 


Red Cross Supplies for Refugees Leave for Iran 


TA1902165291 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1615 GMT 19 Feb 91 


[Text] Ankara (ANATOLIA)}—A Red Cross convoy car- 
rying relief supply for Gulf war refugees in Iran left 
Ankara on Tuesday, a Red Crescent official said. 


Red Crescent Director General Unal Somuncu said 26 
vehicles were carrying food, medicine, tents and blan- 
kets. 


The official said the convoy lefi after waiting three weeks 
in Ankara for instructions on whether to go to Iran, Syria 
or Jordan. 


The relief supplies were donated by the German Red 
Cross. 


“There has been much migration from Iraq to Iran 
because of the war. So the Red Cross has decided to send 
the aid to Iran,” Somuncu said. 


Former President Evren Comments on Gulf Crisis 
9/P20208A 


[Editorial Report] Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish on 
23 January on page 15 carries comments by former 
President Kenan Evren on the Persian Gulf war. Evren 
expressed the opinion that all wars are the “result of 
miscalculations,” and that Iraqi President Saddam 
Husayn miscalculated by not believing that the West 
would be willing to rescue Kuwait. “Saddam must be 
overthrown,” Evren continued. “It is clear he is an 
opportunist dictator.... He would not have stopped with 
Kuwait.... He would have attacked other Gulf countries 
as well.” Evren sand he did not cxpect Saddam to 
surrender, for “such insensitive types never give in.” 
Evren mentioned the possibility that Iraq might be 
keeping weapons underground but said he did not expect 
they would change the course of the war. 
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Istanbul CUMHURIYET in Turkish on 23 January 
1991 on page 4 carries additional comments by Evren. 
The former president expressed approval of the cco- 
nomic embargo in which Turkey participated, saying: 
“We are at the key place, our position 1s critical. We are 
part of Europe, Asia and the Middle East. We cannot be 
impartial to what is happening around us.~ 

on the postwar era Evren concluded that Iraq would still 
be Iraq even after Saddam is gone: “Iraq will not be 
divided.... But Iraq's administration will certainly 
change.” 


Soviet Gas To Be Repaid Through Barter Trade 


TA1602121891 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1100 GMT 16 Feb 91 


[Text] Various products totaling $170 million will be 
exported to the Soviet Union this year in exchange for 
the natural gas to be imported from there. Among the 
goods to be exported to the USSR are vegetable oils, tea, 
leather wear, clothes, medicines, detergents, aluminum, 
and other industrial products. 


In addition, according to another agreement signed 
between the two countries, Turkey will export various 
food and industrial products to the Soviet Union in 
payment cf loans and interest extended in connection 
with the establishment of certain installations in Turkey. 
Food products, leather wear, as well as audio and video 
cassettes, are among the $26 million worth of products to 
be exported to the USSR during the course of the year. 
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Domestic Oil Production Increases 100 Percent 


NC15$02230491 Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 
11 Feb 91 pS 


[Excerpt] Regardless of the threat of war and the winter 
conditions in southeastern Anatolia, prospecting for oil 
continues around the clock. Officials have said that 
Mobil and Shell have suspended prospecting and 
instructed their workers to take leave because of the 
threat of war. They also noted that the Turkish Petro- 
leum Corporation has not inturrupted its operations in 
the region. 


Turkey's production capacity was 35,000 barrels a day 
until the Gulf crisis began on 2 August 1990. Since then, 
Turkey's production increased 100 percent as a result of 
the - ee in southeastern Anato'ia. Minister of 

cog Lh age ay iy ty He 
a Ge said that an 85-meter [deep] well was 
discovered recently and that the overall production 
a 100,000 barrels a day 
im 1991. 


Kececiler asserted: “Although the private sector has 
suspended its operations, we are working around the 
clock. New wells are being drilled. We have drilled to a 
depth of 3,500 or 4,000 meters.” 


Noting that two new wells have been drilled in the 
Karadut oil field and that a three-year operations plan 
has been drawn up for prospecting in a 100-km long and 
40-km wide area, Kececiler said: “Turkey has oil 
resources. However, extraction of oi! requires hard work. 
Our production did not increase overnight. We have 
improved our technology. We have worked hard.” [pas- 
sage omitted] 

















END OF 
FICHE 


| ATI FILMED 
14/ 











yr 





i PPPPPPPIPPPPVPVPVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV0 











